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Napoleon isacomplexand sometimesseemingly 
contradictory character, whichis probablya large 
reason why he remains so compellingasubject 
toinvestigate. He wasa dictator, but one who 
introduced important civitreforms nd laws. 
He wasaruthlessmiltary leader whosought 
dominion over Europe, but one who seemed to 
inspire great loyalty even among foreign forces. He 
‘wasselfaggrandising and seemingly obsessed 
with the creation of his own legend, but he could 
backit up with vicoriesagain and again. 
Itsfromallofthese elements that the 
calamitous invasion of Russian I812seemsto 
draw, with Napoleon's vaultingambition tuning 
sour ashisneed for victory drewhimcloserand 
loser todefeat and ruin. I's with thisinmind 
that we reached out to Jonathan North, author of 
Killing Napoleon from Amberley Publishing. tojoin 
usthis issue togive hisinsightintothese events 
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moremenandhorsesonthe 
Moscow ashe cid dung 
retreat, but eaving Rusia 
‘was hie more devastatingevert 


and what it would mean for Napoleon's ule. I's 
anoften brutalstory that speakstothe extreme 
lengths that commanders were willing togofor 
victory over the enemy. 
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Was it the emperor's arrogance that ultimately proved to 
be his downfall with the failed Russian campaign? 
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>> MANDELA ELECTED PRESIDEN or 


‘Mtr the fist fee election in South Afica, Nelson 
Mandel, released fram prison only four years ener, & 
‘lected president, Taking 62.55 percent ofthe overall 
‘vote, Mandela's ANC ferns a colton with the other 

‘two partes taking more than 20 seats to frm a 

government of national unity From 10 May 1994 

Mandela begins his work of reconciliation for 
‘the country and reparing South Aica’s 
. relations abroad, é 


1994 


“It ought to be remembered that there is nothing more 
difficull to take in hand, more perilous to conduct, or 

more uncertain in its success, than to take the lead it 
the introduction of a new order of things” EY 
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> RENAISSANCE 


Take a closer look at the artistic, architectural and 
social revolution that swept across Europe and 
sparked the dawn of anew era 
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Interview with Robert C Davis Where to find the master works 
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The Renaissance 


painting 


PETRARCH BECOMES POET 
LAUREATE 


Anew medium | 
Oi paints become all the rage a 
Netherlandish artists ike Jan van Eyck 


RENAISSANCE PAPACY 


Ti oan 
So 


1450: 
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gy BOCCACCIO'S GREAT 
WORK 


The printing 

press 

Having previously been 

exiled from Mainz, Jobannes 

Gutenberg returns with a 
press that he has 

perfected during his ime in 

Strasbourg, France. Each letter 

1s on a separate printing block 

and Gutenberg also makes his 

‘own ink that affixes to metal 

rather than wood. 
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The painted ceiling su: § 
Despite being most wellknown 

for his sculptures. Michelangelo is 
commissioned by the papacy to paint 


the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel. He fils 
the space of around 557 square metres 

with intricate frescoes with common 
Renaissance symbols such as sibyls. After [i 
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Mannerism 
From the 1520s, a new atisti 
cra ofthe Renaissance was 

born: Mannerism, or the Lat 


‘Considered by many to be the first opera | 
ever performed, La Dafne is put on in 

Florence in 1597 The product of 

2 group of humanists. iis an 5 

‘ 7 iempt to revive ancient Did 
Fiorentino create elegant Greek taeedies woe know? 


Scenes, and the style spreads 
throughout Europe, even from ancient Greece, the 


appearing at the court of Kalians make their best 
Elizabeth L. guess of what it would 
have sounded like. 


RENAISSANCE ‘The Annunciation 


WE 
Oia ___ 


painted his powerful Annunciation in M72. As s typical of his 
work, the panting is ful of symbolism relating 
recogreabe pantings n the Uff 
bs Bottcels stunning mythologcal 
alegory The Bith Of Verus. which 
was painted in the mid H80s for 3 
member ofthe Meds far and uses 


FLORENCE, ITALY, S60 


aiity ad the aty of Florence, where 
it was painted. Although Verrochio 
almost certanly assisted hi, most of 
the patting is Leonardo's own work 
oused in a former Medici palace in the heart 
of Florence, the Uffizi gallery is one of the 
most famous and popular art galleries in the 
world, attracting over two milion visitors 
‘every year, who come to see its justly celebrated 
collection of Italian art - often queuing for over an 
hour to do so in the busy summer months, The 
original Uffizi palace was designed by Vasari for 
Cosimo I de’ Medic! in 1560 and later Linked by a 
corridor, known as the Vasari Cortidor, to the other 


main Medici residence, the Pitti Palace. ‘The Ognissanti Madonna 
TThe Medici family were enthusiastic collectors 1's dear from the stytsation and heavy 

and commissioners of art, and together built up ok! decoration that Giotto wan heavy 

a formidable collection that comprised works inspired by Byzantine at when he 

by all of the most famous contemporary artists ‘created is masterpiece, abo known, 


‘When the Medici family died out with the death ie eens ieee eee 


of Anna Maria Lusisa de’ Medici in 1243, the palace 
‘and its wonderful art collection was gifted to the 
people of Florence and offically opened to the 
public asa gallery in 1765 - although fortunate 
visitors to Florence had been able to visit by 


[BIO However though ts influenced 
by much earler work, Glotto was an 


Known for his softly pretty 


request since 1581 Since then, the collection has = ‘Madonsad, Fra Ung! crested tis 
‘grown so enormous that some of it, in particular mont calebrated ond bastoved 
its Renaissance sculpture, has been placed in |Madorna And Chin around 
‘other locations around the city, but the main cove 455, whee was working for 
collection, which includes world-famous pieces by the powerful Medic fay in 
such luminaries as Botticelli, Raphael, Leonardo Florence However, although 
‘and Michelangelo remains intact in the main the was a mort, his serene and 
Uffizi which currently has over 100 rooms open beaut Madonna was almost 


to the public, Although the bulk of the collection certainly modeled on his mistress 
reflects the Talian Renaissance preoccupation 

‘With religious scenes and motifs, there ate also 
several mythological paintings on display, as well 
as many portraits, such as Piero della Francesca’s 
{iptych of Duke Federico da Montefelto and his 
wife Battista Sforza. 

In May 1993, the building was badly damaged 
when the Sicilian mafia detonated a car bomb 
Close by, but after extensive conservation work it 
hhas now been restored to its former glory 


6 
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Doni Tondo 

The Dani Tondo (aso known as the Doni Madonna) is one 
‘of only three surviving panel paintings by Michelangelo 
and the only oe that he painted without the help 

of assistants t was commissioned in around 

1507 by Agnole Don! to commemorate his 


Bronuino portrats ofthe 
Mach fry, who ruled 
Florence for over three 
centuries. His 1545 porta 
of Eleanor de Toledo, wife 
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famous artists italy when 
the created ths beaut, 
touching panting ofthe 
‘Madonna flanked by the infant 
CQvist and John the Baptist 
3505. was Intended as 

a wedng present for his 
tend Lorenzo Nast and 
woudd be virtually destroyed 
during an earthquake which his aluring Venus, who 
necessitated a heavy duty ‘was pained for a Mec 
ten yea one Cardinal and may have 
restoration been modelled on a 
project in ‘wall Known Florentine 
2002 ‘courtesan, indoors and 
‘placed her infront of an 
‘everyday tala ineror 
to make her more 
rebtable and invmedate 
to the viewer 


Venus Of Urbino 
Tan based his 1534 
painting of Venus on 
‘an carber masterpiece 
by Giorgone, which 
epacted Verus redrarg 
‘outdoors n contrast, 
Titan decided to move 


Judith Slaying Holofernes 
Amu there are say very few pangs by 
teomen i the U's nome colection one of 
the undoubted highlights Arteria Gentle: 
ower, energetic and undettegy 

‘Sth 36420 depiction of ath, 
‘whoa al porta sage 

beading Ht, who 
modeled on Agostino Tas, 3 

‘up of hr fathers, who hed 

teen bed and found guy of 
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PATRONS OF THE is 


Meet ten people whose wealth and support 
helped Renaissance art to flourish 


POPE LEO X 


NZO DE’ MEDIC! 


FEDERICO DA 
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COSIMO DE’ MEDIC! 
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Q&A With... 


‘THE RENAISSANCE 1S OFTEN LOOKED ir 
SOLELY THROUGH THE PRISM OF ARI 
ACHIEVEMENT. IS THAT TOO ARAN Ht View? 


We began with the 
more ta the Re 
‘much painting a 
the era In truth, 


HOW TIED WAS CREATIVE OUTPUT AND 
INNOVATION TO BROADER IMPROVEMENTS IN 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN EUROPE? 


tn Medieval Bu 


HOW DID THE BUBONIC PLAGUE IMPACT THE 
SPREAD OF THE RENAISSANCE MOVEMENT? 


FINDING 
TEACHERS 
MASTERING 

THE RENAISSANCE IS VIEWED 

GfK AGH BAAN 

WAS SPARKED BY THE CRUCIAL PART 

ines ivan OF EUROPE’ 

ownsastaay REBIRTH? 


MUCH OF THE RENAISSANCE 


RENAISSANCE 


Places to Explore 


SEE THE MASTERPIECES 


Where to gaze upon original works of art from hundreds of years ago 
1 NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 


Easy to get to thanks to its central London location, 
London's National Portrait Gallery is home to plenty of 
Renaissance artworks by some of the big names like 
Leonardo da Vinci, Titian and Raphael. I's the perfect 
‘chance to see Michelangelo's The Enfombment, an van 
Eyck’s The Arnolfini Portrait and Raphael's Saint Catherine 
f Alexandria too. If you‘te unable to get to London, 
though, you can find a virtual tour on the gallery's website 
that will you allow you to view all of the Renaissance 
paintings that are on display. From 12 June to 29 
September, the National Portrait Gallery will also be 
holding a free exhibition showcasing the works by 
1Sth-century Spanish Renaissance artist Bartolomé 
Bermejo, It will prove to be a first, as two of the 
‘masterpieces - the Madonna Of Montserrat and Piedad 
Despla ~ have never been brought to the UK before. 


Open daily, 1Oam-6pm, Friday until Spm. Free entry. 
uk 


meni 2 SCOTTISH NATIONAL GALLERY 


eae to some of 
Scotland's most 
valuable paintings, 
the Scottish National 
Gallery in central 
Edinburgh isa great 
place to get up close 
to some well-known 
Renaissance works 
In fact, there's even a 
display focusing on 
the talian 
Renaissance running 
until 30 September 
2020, with free 
‘admission. You can 
see Titian’s Diana 
And Actaeon and 
Diana And Callisto, wo of his great ‘poesie’ paintings, as well as the rich, Vibrant 
‘colours of Bassano's Adoration Of The Kings. If you'e after some Raphael, Bernardo 
addi or Andrea del Sarto, you certainly won't be disappointed on those fronts, either, 
‘Ap to the Scottish National Gallery would also be the perfect time to see Hugo van 
der Goes’ Trinity Altarptece, which, dating back to the 1470s, is one of the most 
Important religious works commissioned for a Scottish chapel. It also boasts being one 
Of the earliest examples of painting in Scotland that survived the Reformation, 


(Open daily, 1Oam-Spm, Thursdays until 7pm. Free admission. www.nationalgalleries. org 


Places To Explore 


THE LOUVRE 


Perhaps France's most famous museum 


the Louvre is home to so mai 
Renaissance classics. If you want to Se 

Th Virgin, Allegory Of 
home to 


tably Leonardo da Vinei's most famous 
nting, Portrait of Lisa Gherardini, ot 
Lisa, which he completed in 


jth century, A wander around 


>THE BRANCACC CHAPEL = 


Justa few streets over from the Amo River 
n Florence sits La Cappella Brancacci, or the 
Brancacci Chapel, considered by many to be one 
ofthe birthplaces of Renaissance art. Inside the 
chapel, adorning its walls, are frescoes that w 
painted by Masolino and Masaccio between 424 
and 1428, and then finished by Filippino Lippt 
between 1481 and 1485, I's thanks to his work 

in the Flotentine chapel before heading off to 

Rome that Masaccio is often referred to as the first 
Renaissance painter, making the Brancacei Chapel 
‘a must for any Renaissance lovers traveling to 
Florence, Where better to see masterpieces like 
Masacclo's The Tribute Money than on the wall 

‘it was first painted? After all, it was one of the 


first works of art to break with the Medieval 
tradition of painting the world through arbitrary 
physical laws, instead treating art as a window 

through which to see reality. If you look closely 
atthe frescoes, you'll even see the painte 
themselves, as Masaccio features himself in St 
Peter Enthroned, and Lippl drew himself into St 
Peter's Crucifixion, which also depicts Botticelli, 

acher and famed 


his maissance artist 


‘Mon/Wed-Sat 10am-Spm, Sunday and religious 
bolidays Ipm-Spm, closed Tuesdays. Entrance 
‘fees depend on the day, but they're €6:10, 
while under-18s and other concessions go free. 
‘museicivicifiorentini.comune fiitfen/orancacci 


ate also in th 
Il as Paoke 
The Wedding At 


there i 
rail that will 
>a around 17 of the major pie 

¢ information about this can be 

the Louvre 


Monday/Thursday/Saturday/Sunday 


am-6pm, Wednesday/Friday Sam-9.45} 
Josed Tuesday. Admission is €15, or €17 for 


4) ST PETER'S BASILICA haan 


For classic Renaissance architecture. you don't have to 
look hard in the Catholic capital of the world. St Peters 
Basilica, one of the most famous churches in the world, 
was designed by some of the Renaissance's biggest 
‘names - Donato Bramante, Michelangelo, Carlo Maderno 
and Gian Lorenzo Bernini - and it can be found in Vatican 
City, the papal enclave within Rome. Construction began 
im 1506, although it would be 120 years until the 
cathedral was consecrated, and with its dome it has 
become an enduring symbol of the Catholic Church. The 
dome, designed by Michelangelo, influenced those of 
Hagia Sophia and St Pauts in London, and the Doric 
columns were borrowed from ancient Greek architecture. 
While the basilica’ exterior is typical ofthe Renaissance, 
inside also pays tribute to some of the art that has 
‘become so iconic of its time, such as Michelangelo's Peta 


(October March 7am-6.30pm, April-September 7am pm. 
Entrance is free, but there's a small fee (€6-8) to climb to 
the top of the dome. wiw.rome.net'st-peters-basilica 
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The Boeing 6-17 ‘Flying 
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swith many wars before and since, 
‘Napoleon's invasion of Russia 
began with a ruse. The French 
Emperor had massed an army of half 
a million men on the banks of the 
river Niemen but he feared that, if he were seen 
‘on the frontlines, the Russians would know that 
an attack was imminent, He therefore switched 
uniforms with Colonel Pagowski of the 6th Polish 
Lancers and, disguised as the Polish officer, trotted 
forwards for a final reconnaissance of the Russian 


position. Just afew hours later, on the 
Tuesday 23 June 1812, he launched his 
‘multinational army across the river. The Russians, 
aghast and astonished, fell back as the Napoleonic 
Juggernaut rolled into Russa. 


This invasion was a momentous event and 
‘would have lasting consequences, but its origins 
lay in a peace treaty signed five years before 
between Napoleon, Emperor ofthe French, and 
Alexander, Czar of Russia. There, on a raft on the 
uietly flowing Niemen, the two had a 
ith England) and peace (with each other. 
ever, closing ports to British ships hurt Russia, 
ist as the strengthening of French power in 
Germany and Poland threatened Russia's interests 
0 that, by 1810, the Czar was distancing himself 
from a relationship which was rapidly turning 
sour, Napoleon, never one to tolerate disobedience 
began to move forces eastwards in the spring of 
1812. Russa, having sensed the coming crisis 
‘made peace with Sweden and the Turks, and 
‘Waited for the storm to break 
Tt was quite a storm. Napoleon had at his 
immediate disposal an army of 450,000 men and 
‘would call upon reserves and supports on either 
flank, elements which would boost this total to 
around 600,000 men, Althouigh the majority of 
these were French, a large proportion came from 
his German, Italian and Polish vassals. Napoleon 
hhad made sure to secure Prussian cooperation 
whilst Napoleon's father inlaw, Emperor Francis of 
Austria also reluctantly provided 40,000 men 
It looked as though Europe had united against 
Russia, But Russia had distance and manpower, 
38 well as patriotic indignation, on its side. So it 
35 that as Napoleon drove for his frst objecti 
Vilnius, which ell four days into the campaign, 
the Russians opted to fall back in an orderly 
retreat, eluding that killer blow so essential to the 
‘Napoleonic ar of winning wars. The French 
therefore obliged to hunge forwards in a series of 
exhausting offensives, and these forced marches 
endless plains took a heavy toll 
fn the young soldiers and, just as importantly 
fon the army's horses. Bath dropy 
thousands and a countryside stripped bare of 
supplies finished thousands mote as they marched. 
‘onwards, Heinrich von Brandt, whose Polish 
regiment was full of new recruits, soon saw that 
regiments lke his “were trailing stragglers, who er! 
could be seen stretched out along the sides of the CAS 
road, mixed up with the dead = 


Napoleon’s Death March 


“The French were forced to launch a 
series of assaults and fight thei way 
into the burning city” 


Napoleon pushed on regardless. The Russians, 
‘whilst occasionally turning to hit back at the 
French, were making forthe white, protective 
walls of Smolensk, and there combine the armies 
of generals Barclay and Bagration. The Russians 
‘were caught between the humiliation of constant 
retreat and the risk of having their armies 
destroyed by the greatest captain of the age. For 
‘now, cautious heads prevailed, and, fearful that 
they might be cut off from Moscow, the 
fordered the retreat to resume, 

Napoleon rodle up to Smolensk on his birthday 
and was disappointed to see just the Russian 
rearguard present whilst lengthy columns flowed 
eastwards, Th tough one and the 
French were forced to launch series of assaults 
and fight their way into the burning city. Smolensk 
‘was soon a hortor to behold. An lalian officer 
‘described his regiment’ first night in the city: "We 
spent that night surrounded by ashes and bodies. 
The dying, the wounded, the living, men, women 
and children, filed the cathedral and whole 
families, tears in their eyes, fear and terror in their 
faces, sheltered in the aisles. 

Having seized the smouldering ruins, Napoleon 
‘now faced a dilemma, He could stay over winter 
{in Smolensk, consolidating his hold over lands 
‘many of his Polish allies saw as rightfully thers, 
‘whilst also bringing up reserves and stockpiling 


nd was 


wif the 
ld muster 


supplies. Or he could push deeper into Russia in 
the hope that the Russians would stumble during 
his preferred war of movement, ot that the fall 
cof Moscow would bring them to their knees. He 
therefore chose to advance, 
The Russians, fearing they were running out 
of land to trade for time. soon raised the stakes 
by appointing the one commander, General 
Kuruzoy, who had the nerve to face Napoleon. 
(On 29 August, Napoleon learned that the one- 
eyed Kutuzov had reached the army and rightly 
assumed that the Russians were now resolved 
to prevent him trampling further on the Russian 
heartlands. Kutuzov had indeed deployed in the 
ancient hills and newer earthworks close to the 
little village of Borodino. It was there that the 
Russian general now waited, his 120,000 men and 
(640 guns ready to bar Napoleon's way to Moscow. 
Napoleon, massing 128,000 men and 580 guns, 
came in forthe kil. Vanguard met rearguard on 
4 September, and, on the 6th, the French Emperor 
sent column after column against the Russian, 
positions. Thousands were mown down in attack 
and counterattack, with positions won and lest 
from dawn to dusk. The ac 
inthe centre, and it was there that Napoleons son: 
im-aw, Prince Eugene, managed to seize Borodin 
ge even whilst the French floundered before 
the Russian Grand Redoubt. That afternoon th 
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feo a. | “The French would be denied the 
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wa 500 rama parts of Moscow remained untouched, most of 
bate of Smolensk was. Moscow was consumed in a terrible fire. The jolt 
the bloodiest ofthe vas to French morale was enormous. The Russians 


‘were signalling that there would be no surrender 
‘no more treaties on rafts, just war to the death. 
And death surrounded Moscow that autumn, for 
every time the French sent out parties for supplie 
or tried to collect fodder for their famished horses, 
they were intercepted by vengeful Cossacks and 
gallant light cavalry. 

It was the same all along Napoleon's lines of 
communication which stretched precariously 
across the scorched earth between Moscow and 
Vilnius. Worse, Russian armies were now coming 
up from the Balkans and down from Sweden, 
‘massing to cut that essential conduit for supplies, 
reinforcements and information. Napoleon, for 
‘once resolute, tried to wring peace from the Czar 
but his overtures were rejected and so, rehuctanty, 
Napoleon determined on retreat from Moscow, 
On 16 October preparations were made for the 
wounded to be evacuated but news that Joachim 


THE STORY § sO. FAR A crash course in Napoleonic history before 1812 


Napoleon Leader 
axgendent L for life 
1799 1802 
Katie yer for With the signing ofthe 
Z7yearcld Napoleon Treaty of Amen with 
Bonaparte as he's fetus to Pas wth Bata the promise of 
mace commander the ruling Orectory peace in Europe seems 
hie ofthe army of Lnpopuae wth the B] sthand. Napoleots 
aly mares Joséphine masses. He reeves 3 populaity at home 
de Beauhamaisina chil heros welcome thanks ould be higher the 
ceremony and achieves to his expos, despite economy i turing 
victories at Lod, Arcole some falures and leads ‘round forte beter 
3rd ary eto 1797 in a successful coup deat nda ares the 
Rival as well leading Napoleon s made rst Consulate made 
tothe retest of Ausina coral for ten yas, permanent making 
and further establishing leading his newly Napoleon Fst Consul 
Bonaparte leadership. formed government forte 


Murat had been ambushed at Tarutino precipitated 
1 more disorganised exodus, The French were 
soon streaming out ofthe ety, the hungry soldiers 
bringing away with them wagons laden with 
Whatever loot they could get their handls on, 

Whilst, week later, in an act of spite, the Kremlin 
\was mined and partially destroyed. By that time 
the French vanguard, seeking to breakthrough to 
the south, was already in trouble as it encountered 
fresh Russian troops on the road to Kalug 
Napoleon and his marshals, fearing that they 
could ilhafford another Borodin, altered course: 
and returned to the hunger grounds along the old 
“Moscow-Smolensk road. The infamous retreat had 
begun in eames, 
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1804 begins with 
Haiti declaring ts 
independence and 9 
new assassination plat 
involving the former 
ruling Bourbon fail. 
The resutant execution 
of the Duke of Enghien 
sets Europe on course 
{or the Napoleonic 
Wars and for Napoleon 
himself tobe elected 
emperoe of France 


(On 29 October the French crossed over the 
fields of slaughter at Borodino but the weather was 
still fresh and bright. Bright enough for Napoleon's 
soldiers to see the columns of Cossacks who 

‘now appeared on either flank, shepherding them 
through barren fields and ruined villages. Then, on 
4 November, the snow began to fall. Men would 
slip and fall by the wayside, or exhaust themselves 
clambering through endless drifts. Horses, not 
shoed for winter, collapsed and were soon eaten, 
whilst wagons and guns were abandoned. And 
every morning, around dying camp fines, more and 
‘more men remained slumped, unable or unwilling 
to.continue. Thase who could were heading for 
Whatever sanctuary Smolensk could provide. 


Defeat and 
victor 

1805 

Following coronation fr 
Inmet and Joseonine 
in France Napoleon 
dis crowned king o 
italy han, but anew 
coalon agarst Fance 
tas been forming 
Napoleon is defeated at 
“Trafalgar by te Bris 
Royal Navy. bt usta 
couple of months ater 
schieves asgaficart 
victory a Austeritz 
Sess Austria 


sussianscoetimued to attack 
ch a at he Berenna river 


Smolensk, however, proved a disappointment 
Those supplies which had been carefully hoarded 
were plundered and lost when a mass of hungry 
fugitives broke into the city's warehouses. 

The retreat resumed on 12 November, but the 
Russians were gaining in confidence and sliced 
into the long columns trailing out ofthe city on 
16 November at Krasnoi, Three army corps were 
nearly cut off and only Napoleon's Imperial Guard, 
turning back to savage the Russians, saved the 
French from a decisive defeat. Victory briefly 
raised French hopes, but bad news soon destroyed 
it. The Russian armies from the Balkans directed 
by Admiral Chichagov had arrived from the south 
and had easily scattered French detachments 


Desperate 
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1810 

‘Apparently driven 

by concern over not 
conceiving an he 
Napoleon eivorces 
Josephine and. 
‘cementing his new 
SBhance with Austria 
smanies Archduchess 
Marie Louise. eldest 
hl of the Habsburg 
emperor The folowing 
March Napotéon 
Francois Charles Joseph 
Bonaparte is born 
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Breaking down how 


Napoleon's invasion fell apart 


Napoleon's Death March 
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and weve soon 
eaten, whilst wagons 
and guns were 
abandoned” 


for winter, collapsed 


around Minsk, They had then pushed on to 
cut the French line of retreat at Borisov on the 
river Beresina, The bridge there was burnt in 
the fighting, effectively stranding Napoleon's 
exhausted troops as the Russian vanguan 
snapped at their heels and their right lank. It was 
a moment of dire crisis, of tragedy 
it came one of t 
the history 

General Corbineau's light cavalry had discovered 


‘metres deep, and Napoleon urged 
and Chasseloup to build two makeshift bridges 
there from the timbers ofthe ruined village. The 
French and Dutch engineers, wading into the icy 
but fast moving water, worked their miracle as 
diversionary feints kept Chichagov’s men, starved 
of information on the westem bank, away from 
the construction ofthe 100-metre-long bridges. 
Thanks to the exertions of the freezing but heroic 
engineers, Napoleon's infantry and horseless 
ca 10n streaming across one rickety 
construction, whilst what was left of his artillery 
as treasury and bagyage wagons, 
rumbled over the other. A gallant band of Swiss 
Poles and exhausted Frenchmen kept the Russians 
y from the bridgehead on the western bank, 

\hilst a corps of Poles and Germans protected 
the rear of the French army as it staggered across 
the bridges under Russian artillery fire. On the 
afternoon of 27 November von Zech’s Baden, 
igrenadiers were the last formed troops to cross 
‘over before, on the following morning, orders were 
aiven to burn the bridges, effectively trapping 
20,000 stragglers om the eastern bank 

‘The French, turning their backs on this new 
tragedy, pressed on towards Vilnius. But they 
hhad not yet escaped with their lives, fr the 
temperature now plummeted, the cold becoming 
savagely intense, and morale and discipline 
collapsed altogether. That instinct for self 
preservation, in all ts brute selfishness, now came 
to the fore as thousands froze, starved or were cut 
down by pursuing Cossacks. Many participants 
described unfortunates being knocked to the 
round, stripped, pillaged and left to die by their 
wn comrades, whilst others simply marched 
past tens of thousands of men imploring help, 
begging for food or lying shumped and slowly 
freezing to death. 

All eyes looked to Vilnius. But before it was 
reached, Napoleon took the momentous decision 
to quit his army. He would return to Paris to 
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Firsthand accounts of 


Crossing the Beresina 
“wh receud thearder 10 march for Studianhs Here two bridges 
had alma ber completed by brady res under the 
command of General EWMe these brase men were works 4 cd 
recy wiser One of the bridges ws for infartry ors tee 
‘other wis for caralry and artillery As we were ben aay 
y Bdge the Emperor ceo towards us at are 
tn at rca. Hw mary rn yur regia? Th 
colonel. taken aback by the abrupt tone hesctated ne ese 
made an unpatient gesture and assumed at Linh pew = 
He turned to me aT wis past fo paces soy ar a 
the sane question Triple teling im so many offers ray 
Wit ett amen Tada 
Paris, he looked tured and prec ayned He bors — = 
wharing the famous grey riding-caat He galloped aff passing 
“ahr Cpetaie 


ane Llane in hth my 
C re the It Sunss Requnent, whi TT 
Ce ena ch ye Ea at 
He dismauted and (nsned agains some of be gr |e mt 
forthe bg bt tached by the robe ore 
looked up and impatiently spoke to [yenerat LiKe 
taking to0 long general. 

Saas iy treat th re 
cer the impairs ther whrk and have no food or brandy 
wade ir ene yd 
nd hen fo omens (ater boar to grumble agai hag no 

gti the gli vrs He knw wha the emery 
was doung ard greatly feared bevy ct off efor the bridges bes 
teary pos fom tre iio. 
Grctions Em possibly not rian i rg tht ts wes one 
ofthe most diffi tues x is nie Life Ee a he a 
“gmotion ~ merely impatience 
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From the Memoirs of Louis Bagos 


2nd Swiss Regiment 


Napoleon’s Death March 
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From the Memoirs of 
Meksander Matachawi 


The Burning | Of Moscow 
round midnight I rstnd te espaots that T had established 
around the ely Arrodeg ot the one jus by the Stock Exchange 
Treticed that there whis « lot of dense smoke but couldn see 
sary flames The officer wr charge of the past said that he'd seen 
sorething simul hagper earlier but a all the cely gates were 
chased, he thersgpet that tt must be some fluke of nature and 
eth do hth the ary “Whale. ows tling tek 
laser (ook at the source of the smoke and ot ws then that I saw? 
4 flash of flame I ran back to the square and ordered 100 men to 
follow me meanwhile placing the rest of the battalion under arms 
Exon though Ti only been away a matter of moments when I got 
Gack J found that an entire house wis now engulfed in flames and. 
thet the five wins greading I sent word to wrt the marshal and 
he ordered that the pumps be found and that other precattions 
Se taken to prevent the fire from taking hold There wisn much 
had and wh thought that the fire wouldnt make mach progress 
dnt find any pimps 
and cause the ates reached and wt lal de eet 
break them apen I ummedustely confirmed that the ares that 
was 07 fire ws relaibly sola and thet only thu part of the 
ty whuld be affected Dnty then ded I manage to collect. 4 few 
\rdAduals ad together. we broke dowh a door and penetrated 
wt to the ares it which the fire had taken hold Fi would hare 
eon very easy to pc the fie cut had we had the pumps But 
one of the men wha I had wth me speaking in Falian said that 
thar orp the one ison Tat the grbnor had 
tae thom ety Wh hin He aly mete hgh the 
govtrrr had given orders to burn the city and thet this ws to be 
done by men released from the prisons” 

From the Memoirs of Laas foseph 
Vonner Inperial Guard 
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Colonel Stanistan? 
as Polish Cuurasnuers 


prepare for the next campaign, and to 
ative before the bad news from the east. 
From Osemiana (Ashmyany] he set off in 
a sledge escorted by freezing Neapolitans 
who, destroyed by frostbite and cold, gave way 
at Vilnius to better adapted Poles. Meanwhl 
command of the army passed to Joachim Murat 
‘who proved unsuitable to rally an army in its final 
agonies. That army again destroyed whatever food 


NOT 
WEATHER 
READY 


How the Grande 


‘Armée was 
had been collected in Vilnius an soon abandoned 
Boorty op the city, steaming out beyond it in the December 


snows and abandoning the treasury wagons and 
any remaining loot from Moscow as it did so. As 

a few thousand soldiers reached the Niemen, and 
some tens of thousands of stragglers staggered 
along in their wake, Murat abandoned the army 
too, eaving Prince Eugene in charge of the 

pitiful remains of what had once been the most 
powerful force in Europe. He threw them into 
freezing fortresses along the Vistula and awaited 
[Napoleon's return from the ministries and drawing 
rooms of Paris, The Emperor, having imposed 
another blood tax on France, and raised another 
army, was soon back in the fay, facing down the 
Russians as they spilled into Germany. But the 
Prussians soon switched sides, followed by Austria 
and Germany, and these new allies kept the upper 
hhand until they reached the gaunt boulevards 

of Pars in April 1814. Napoleon's tired veterans 
and fresh cannon fodder had tried to stop the 
fighting bravely under the same old banners of 
the Grande Armée, but the calibre of his new army 
could not match the one lost in Russa, 


Indeed that army of half a million men had 
been completely destroyed, perishing in the fields 
or disappearing beneath the snow and ice. That 
January of 1813, Prince Eugene was able to gather 
some 30,000 survivors capable of continuing 

the campaign. These as well asthe Austrian and 
Prussian contingents that had largely escaped 
‘unscathed on the flanks, were practically all that 
remained of the mighty host that had crossed the 
[Niemen and the troops subsequently despatched 
as reinforcements, Of course many thousands 
hhad deserted, and made their way quietly back to 
their homelands, but, even so, the vast majority 
had perished or fallen into the hands of the 
Russians. The four largest army corps combined 
‘numbered just 6400 infantry in February 1813. 
The Old Guard could field just 1.440 men, but 
only 500 of thase were capable of fighting 
Individual regiments had ceased to exist. The 6th 
Voltigeurs and 6th Tiailleurs of the Young Guard, 
ere reported as having no survivors in February 
1813 - or were so reduced as to be disregarded as 
units, The 4th Line Regiment had 102 survivors 
‘out of the 2,300 men that had marched into 
Russia, whilst the 53rd Line reported just 52, The 
cavalry was hit just as badly. The Ith Hussars 
hhad 65 officers and men present in early 1813, 
Whilst Saxony’s elite Guard du Korps numbered 


“It is estimated that 


just 26. Napoleon's allies and vassals suffered 
tremendously. The contingent from the Kingdom 
of Italy had left Italy with 27400 men, 3000 
horses, $8 guns, 390 caissons and 700 wagons. By 
‘mid-December it mustered 796 frozen officers and 
‘men and fewer re-rossed the Niemen. Although a 
small numberof stragglers and sic later rejoined, 
itis estimated that Napoleon lost nearly 450,000 
‘men during the campaign. Paradoxically most of 
these died of disease or neglect on the march to 
Moscow and not in the retreat from it 

The Russians, too, had suffered enormous 
losses. Some 250,000 regular troops had died 
or gone missing, and tens of thousands were 
crippled or maimed. Losses amongst the Russian 
population have never been calculated but were 
certainly cruel. Moscow and Smolensk had been 
utterly destroyed. Tens of thousands must have 
starved to death and thousands more returned 
from the forests only to find smouldering ruins 
Where once they had made their homes, Their 
ng would not finish there. for as the thaws 
set in, one more ordeal began in those cities and 
all along the route along which the Preach army 
hhad passed. As the winter of 1812 turned to the 
spring of 1813, typhus epidemic took hold and, 
[Napoleon's invasion of Russia began to claim its 
final swathe of victims, 


Napoleon lost nearly 
450,000 men dirting the campaign” 


Napoleon’s Death March 


Forced to march onthe same 
roads they entered on, there were 
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Inside the mon 
Arabian ~ 
Nights wi 


The tales of the Thousand And One 
Nights never seem to lose their appeal, 


but wi 
timeless adventures and parables? 
Miu) 


Written by Jonathan Gordon 


Aladdin And The Magic Lamp 


The most famous tale, but not an original 


‘Aladdin retrieves an oil lamp from a magic cave, only to be betrayed 
by the sorcerer who sent him. However, a ring given to him by the 
‘Sorcerer, when rubbed, releases a genie who helps him escape. When 
‘cleaning the lamp another, more powerful genie is released who helps 
din become rich, marry a princess and build a palace. The sorcerer 


White it may be the most famous tale from the 
yubian Nights, Aladdin isin fact not originally 
fiom that collection, but an addition made by 
nch translator Antoine Galland, That being 
id, the way in which it eame tobe added is 
ill very interesting. Originating inthe coffee 
ses of the Middle Eastin the Islamic Golden 
ge, the Thousand And One Nights were rebom 
age of Enlightenment in Western Europe as 
were translated fora new audience, As 
nd began this process he had only 280 
3s worth of stories to tell and he turned 
the travel companion of his rival Middle 
explorer Paul Lucas, “Lucas wrote these 
ellous travelogues ofthe Mile East 
pl Galland needed his own marvellous 
pris and he got them from Hanna Diab” 
ins Paulo Horta, "These stories incide 
pt only Aladdin, but Ali Baba And The Forty 
3, Abed And The Fairy Paribanow and 
ed. The stores that are most influential 
iappen to have been told by Hanna Diab, 
storyteller fom Aleppo to Antoine 
land in Paris in 17091 
The relatively recent discovery of Dib’s 
aiemot in the Vatican brary has 
led new context to some ofthese stores, 
jing to Horta “We imagined Galland 
have used his ideas of Topkapi palace 
tanbul when he's describing the 
in Aladdin be tlis us. “Hanna Diab’s 
ory of his trip to Versailles is actually 
‘nits deais than anything thatthe 
ench translator wrote about Topkapi 
or Istanbul to Aladin So we 
ed that we had French Orientalism, 


the princess and the jewels of Aladdin 
to less likely or perhaps much more 
ly because they have a closer textual 
emblance to Hanna Diab’s memory of 
gone up to Versailles” 
{While Aladdin may be a later addition 
the collection, it still reveals much, 
the culture not only of the Middle 
{in Diab’s time, but also from the 
Mieval period, since it has many 
Milar touchstones as other tales in the 
biar Nights. The fact that Aladdin 
Fset in China, for instance, sa good 


happily ever after. 


example of this. “China was already important 
asa fictional setting, which one could associate 
trade, with the Silk Road, with luxury goods” 
says Horta, “That is already in the original 
‘Arabian Nights and for Aladdin, which was 
added in French in the storytelling session with 
this storyteller from Aleppo, in a way this added 
story is conforming to the convention of many 
of the Arab stories themselves. I's a very 
Joose geography. I's almost like saying 
“im this fabulous rich kingdom” 
‘And then of course there's the 
Jinn or genie, important to Istamic 
culture and who play big roles in 
many other Arabian Nights tales. 
“The interesting thing about 
finn in the Quran and in 
Islamic cosmography is 
that they have free 
will, so they are not 
demons and they 
are not angels 
and theyre like 


returns, steals the lamp and uses the genie to transport the palace to 
hhis home. Aladdin and the princess pursue and slay the sorcerer. The 
sorcerer’s older brother hears ofthis and attempts to get revenge, but 
the genie warns Aladdin who kills him preemptively and they live 


humans, so in a way they are very relatable as 
‘characters, Horta tell us. “They are much more 
[powerful than they are supposed to be. This, 

is true not only in the Arabian Nights and in 

the cafes of Damascus eight centuries ago, but 
Popular superstition today always abstracts the 
powers of the jinn that they‘re not supposed to 
have according to the Quran.” 


Ali Baba And The 
Forty Thieves 


A parable about appetite 
and empowering women 


Having witnessed a band of thieves enter 
a magic cave filled with their treasures. 
‘Ali Baba enters and takes a small amount 
‘of loot. His older, richer brother and his 
wife discover this, demand to know the 
password and attempt to loot it all. The 
brother is discovered and killed by the 
thieves who then hunt for Ali Baba who 
Js saved on multiple occasions by his 
‘brother's former slave Marjanah who 
foils their plots, She is rewarded with her 
freedom and marriage to Ali Baba’s son, 


Another of the tales given to Galland by 
Hanna Diab and added to the French, 
translation ofthe Thousand And One Nights 
was Ali Baba And The Forty Thieves, but one 
‘of the things that’s interesting about this 
addition is what was left out. Fo astaet Diab 
‘described a table set with food inside the cave, 
Which doubles down on the themes of greed 
and appetite in the story. And then there's the 
thieves themselves. "There ae al ofthese 
details about this band of thieves that don't 
quite make sense if they/te only some kind. 
robbers who got together for a heist,” suggests 
Horta, “The detail that there's a table with 
food in the notes that the French translator 
‘wrote down from Hanna, he even describes a 
‘meal that they have, ike a communal meal 
So, that gives us a sense of a tribe that is 
‘guarding their communal treasure” 

‘The moral of the tale is that Ali Baba took 
‘only what he needed from the cave, but it's 
still an ethically grey sequence of events, 
made even more complex by the violence that 
befalls his brother when he is trapped inside 
the cave trying to ransack it later. I's a dark 
moment that survived the translation even 
though Galland was aiming fora different 
audience to the one that Hanna Diab might 
have typically told the story to, ‘When the 
French translator happened to get his hands 
‘on this manuscript it was right atthe golden 
age of Mother Goose.” Horta helps to elaborate. 
"1697 is when this craze began in the salons 
(of the aristocracy, so he decided to adapt the 
stories to these fairytale conventions and 
the idea that they're meant for women and. 
for women to tell to children, that isa very 


ae 


ee ass 


European moment in the repackaging of the 
“Arabian Nights. If you read the stores as they 
circulated in oral and written form in the Arab 
‘world they are very adult stores. Infact they 
‘had to entertain an all-male audience at a 

cafe where you would have had men of very 
different social backgrounds” 

‘And while it was added after the original 
tales, Ali Baba shares some interesting themes 
ait pertains to slavery and in particular 
female slaves. as Horta explains. “Although the 
story is added in Prench in this storytelling by 
this Arab from Aleppo, it follows this pattern 
of Arabian Nights stories of these women 
‘who have their own strategy for success” 


‘Marjanah, having been inherited by Ali Baba, 
saves the family from the thieves and earns 
her freedom in the process, seemingly proving 
her worth beyond her station. I's similar 

to other, older stories in the collection such, 

as Tawaddud, in which the title character 
‘utsmarts the wisest men in Baghdad or 
umurrud, who is regularly kidnapped, but 


frees herself and ends up ruling her own 
kingsdom. Despite her position as a slave, the 
story elevates Marjanah. She has teal agency 
in the events that unfold, “I would tend to 
age that she's very self aware in finding out 
a stratagem for success. She's an empowering 
character in that regard,” says Horta 


Inside The Arabian Nights 


The Seven Voyages Of 
Sinbad The Sailor 


The most famous tale, but not an original 


‘Sinbad the Sailor recounts his seven voyages to Sinbad the Porter 
having heard the poorer man lament his fortune and bad luck at not 
gaining riches, The merchant Sinbad explains how he made and lost 


‘Sinbad was yet another of the tales that Hanna 
Diab recounted to Antoine Galland as he looked 
to expand on the original Arabian Nights 
‘manuscript he had to hand, but its interesting 
to note he wasn't the only one making that 
connection. "There is one manuscript, I believe 
‘twas found in Turkey, ofthe Arabian Nights in 
Which Sinbad was also added independently” 
reveals Horta. "So in a way both an Arab 
language copyist and a French translator had a 
similar idea that this story kind of belongs and 
that’s basically how the story collection grew 


anyway” Steeped heavily in classical, Homeric 
traditions of adventure stories it's easy to see 
Why Sinbad would be so appealing to anyone 
Jooking to bulk out the collection, but its the 
frame story of Sinbad the Sailor telling his tales 
to the poor and disgruntied Sinbad the Porter 
that could be even more important to the 
history of literature 

“For alot of writers, arguably, the big 
breakthrough that the Arabian Nights enabled 
them as writers to include characters from 
different class backgrounds. says Horta. “And 


hhis money many times over through fate, lack (both good and bad) and 
perseverance. At the end of each tale he gives the porter a gift of gold 
and asks him to return the next day to hear another story. 


‘we don't remember that, but the fact that we 
had cobblers and porters as protagonists in 
these stories was actually quite revohitionary. 
Writers such as Dickens, who often cited the 
Arabian Nights as an influence, would take 
these ground-level tales of everyday merchants 
and ne'erdo-wellsand turn them into a new 
form of git, realist iterature, Ther’ often a 
class struggle taking place in these stories and 
in some ways Sinbad the Sailor is defending his 
fortune to his namesake, defending his food 
luck by explaining the trials he went through to 
get there It creates an intresting relationship 
that those hearing the story could probably 
relate to, according to Horta. “think cassis $0 
key to the appeal of that story and presumably 
the people who were listening tothe story in 
the cafes were really ike Sinbad the Porte” 
Sinbad asa sort of ati-hero figure has clearly 
been massively influential on ll forms of 
entertainment since. There's also a nice sort of 
ssyergy through one of the men who transated 
the stories, Richard Burton “He translated the 
Arabian Nights and in his translation he was 
desperately trying to prove he was a reabife 
Sinbad. Burton discovered more places and 
had more fabulous adventures, and he was one 
ofthe inspirations for Indiana Jones, So, in a 
‘way, Sinbad is the prototype for that kind of 
adventurer who we would then see in The Thief 
(OF Baghdad and Indiana Jones. And he has abit 
of aruthless streak” 


“The fact that we had 
cobblers and porters 
as protagonists in these 
stories was actually quite 
revolutionary’ 
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The Three Apples 


A murder mystery with an odd moral 


A woman is found dead and the caliph sends his vizier to seek the 
culprit, While two different men claim responsibilty it transpires 
‘that the husband had been away seeking an apple to cure his wife 
of ness, had returned with three and later seen a stave with one, 
who when confronted, claimed to have been having an afar with 


‘the woman. The husband killed her in anger, only to discover the 
apple was stolen by their son and then taken by the slave. The caliph 
forgives the crime, but demands the slave face justice, only for the 
vizier’s own slave tobe identified, His life is also spared as the vizier 
offers to tell the caliph a story instead. 


“U's considered to be one of the earliest 
instances of a murder mystery.” explains 
Horta as we begin to discuss this tale of the 
real historical figures of Abbasid caliph Harun 
aFRashid and his vizier Jvfar fbn Yahya 
attempting to find justice for a murdered 
‘woman. Except it's in some ways more like a 
Pink Panther mystery than an episode of Law 
‘8 Order. "One ofthe interesting things about 
the story is that Harun is constantly shown 
saying Tim the caliph, this murder happened 
Jn my jurisdiction, so it's on my head come 
Judgement day’, but his answer to that isto 
start making very rash, impulsive decisions 
Such as saying to Jafar find the killer and if 
you don't Fl kill you" 

Harun and Jafar are actually recurring 
‘characters through the Arabian Nighes, with 
many tales of their od investigations and 
‘conundrums, often beginning their tales 


with Harun wanting to sneak out at night 
and check on the security of happiness of 
his people. “He wants to right wrongs; he's 
kind of like a Batman,” says Horta, “The 
whole idea is that he might be surrounded 
by latterers and people who don't have his 
best interests at heart, but he needs to be out 
among the people. Clealy this is abit of a 
myth or legend. We don't know how much of 
this is based on fact. A lot of Ottoman sultans 
liked to spread the rumour that they did this 
themselves for ideological reasons because it 
played well in the Twitter of the day.” 

‘The one historical truth we do know is 
‘a rather dark one. “Harun id order the 
assassination of Jafar his trusted vizier, and 
his Kinsmen. So this repeated threat of a, 
Tm going to kill you and Til kill all of your 
‘Sons and your uncle. they'll be hung from 
the gates to the city, that actually happened” 


"He wants to 
right wrongs; 
he's kind of like 
a Batman” 


Such an event would have been well known, 
to those reading or hearing this story too, 
giving it additional veracity and alittle edge 
‘of darkness. To this day, the motivation 
‘behind this killing is unclear and greatly 
speculated about, Listeners or readers may 
have wondered, was this the time Jafar finally 
Jost his life? 

‘Another key recurring feature of the 
Arabian Nights isthe importance of apples, 
‘but not in the context of the apple of 
knowledge as it might be mote commonly 
‘used in Western literature, In another story, 
Prince Abmed And The Fairy Paribanou, a 
healing apple saves a princess. Here again the 
apple is meant to heal a woman, but its theft 
‘sets off the deadly course of events, “Most of 
the fruits and other foods that are mentioned 
in the stories tend to have some kind of 
meaning” Horta explains. “So, for example, 
‘sesame from Ali Baba’s ‘open sesame = it 
turns out there were these Babylonian legends 
that the taste of sesame could undo a magic 
spell, which is interesting when you think 
about the story, There's a spell on this cave 
and in a way we think of open sesame’ as. 
this password, but it could be the undoing of, 
the magic spell so the spell wouldn't apply." 
‘The apple here is meant to heal, portends a 
betrayal, but is actualy a red herring. 

Ultimately though, no justice is handed 
‘out for the crime inthis ale. It ends with 
all parties being absolved and a woman still 
dead having done no wrong, This might seem 
2 particularly unsatisfying or even callous 
‘conclusion, but it makes more sense when 
‘you remember the Arabian Nights as its own 
‘overarching tale of Scheherazade. 


Scheherazade 
And Shahryar 


The outer tale that 
changes the rest 


‘The story of Scheherazade and Shahryar is 
the frame of the Thousand And One Nights. 
Having been betrayed by his wife, Persian 
king Shahryar has taken to marrying and 
then killing women each day so he can 
never be betrayed again. To stop the killing 
Scheherazade, daughter of the king's vizier, 
‘volunteers to spend the night with the ki 
with the plan of telling him stories, but 
stopping before the end so he has to keep 
her alive if he wants to hear the climax. 
‘After 1,001 nights Scheherazade runs out 
of tales, but the king has fallen in love with, 
her and makes her his queen 


"Within the story of The Three Apples this 
Young woman doesn't get any justice, but 
's this other young woman who we're 
ng for, which is Scheherazade, and the 
:message we want for her isnot kill the person 
‘even if you think you've been betrayed" 
explains Horta. I's true that when you consider 
Scheherazade’ plight and her attempt to 
convince the king that killing women for 
perceived slights is wrong, telling tales of 
forgiveness and mercy seems much more 
reasonable than telling tales of righteous justice. 
“It's almost like the writer is telling you 
that power, even when it's trying to be just, 
you see something arbitrary about it or 
‘You see injustice," suggests Horta. "A lot of 
the stories have this sort of weird tension 
between a frame where a Harun-like figure is 
supposed to represent the centre of Baghdad, 
at the central palace, goes out into the city in 
disguise, rights the wrongs Batman-style, bat 
the individual stories that are imbedded within 
these frames are often stores of transgression, 
of social upheaval, of sexual transgression. 
‘There's a contradiction. 
Ita contradiction that begins to make 
‘more sense when seen through the prism of 
Scheherazade attempting to teach Shahryar 
about forgiveness and temperance, but it takes 
‘on yet another meaning when you examine 
why that framing might be useful to disguise 
other messages in the text, “These stories are 
often about merchants and in a way they are 
rubbing against mores or societal structures 
that dontt really give them much political power 
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and yet they are the engine that drives the 
economy. In a way it makes sense that there is 
a tension between the sultan or the Shahryar 
figure or the king and the kinds of characters 
that we root for” In this respect the Arabian 
[Nights is quite anti-establishment and anti 
authoritarian. Is tories frequently mock the 
rich and powerful and elevate the lowest in 
society to new heights, whether through good. 
fortune or hard work 

Even the later tales added by Hanna Diab 
and Antoine Galland take on new colours when 
considered with the framing of Scheherazade. 
“Once you recontextualise these stories as told 
by Scheherazade, that changes those stories” 
Horta agrees. “So, ina way the original themes 
will end up winning out if you are printing 


these stories and editing them in such a way 
that they are told by Scheherazade” 

actually reveals just how deft Diab and 
Galland were in how they brought their 
additions to the collection. As the more modern 
cetties, is no surprise they resonate with 
contemporary audiences, but there's something. 
else there too, “Maybe there's something to the 
fact that Ali Baba andl Aladdin were basically 
co-created by a Syrian and a Frenchman, and 
it was a Syrian who had travelled to Paris and 


a Frenchman who had travelled to Istanbul. 
Maybe that’s a part of their universality.” 
concludes Horta. “Those stories are not entire 
‘Western or Middle Eastern, There's a kind of 
synchronism or mixture that helps different 
{kinds of people see themselves in these stories” 


_» » D-Day. The Allies had successfully landed in 
Normandy and begun the liberation of France. The 
: Nazi empire was crumbling. In desperation, Hitler 
* tured to Germany's scientists and their vaunted 
*Wunderwaffen’ (wonder weapons) with the order: 
“Destroy London!” 


iN 
Written by Jonathan Trigg, 


he man entrusted with carrying, 
‘out Hitler's command was an 
undistinguished 63-year-old artillery 
officer - Generalleutnant Erich 
Heinemann, and his Luftwaffe 
subordinate, Oberst (Colonel) Max Wachtel 
On the night of 13 June 1944 it began, 25 one 
eyewitness remembered: "The air raid sirens 
sounded in Woolwich just before the frst light 
of dawn... a strange sounding ‘plane’ was over 
Blackheath Park les than two miles from us, 
flying low. with its tail ablaze and leaving a short 
trail of brilliant flame Then it fell to earth and 
exploded next to the railway bridge on Grove Rd 
{in Mile End, killing a number of civilians. This was 
the first F276 missile to hit London - nicknamed 
‘doodlebugs’ or 'buzz:bombs' by the British, they 
were christened 'V-13' or ‘Vergeltungswaffen-t 
(Revenge weapon-t's’) by the German journalist 
Hans Schwarz van Berk. Londoners soon learned 
to dread them: “the trauma of hearing the 
approaching sound, hearing it close overhead, 
then the abrupt cease of the deafening pulsation, 
followed by those dreadful seconds of silence until 
the ear shattering explosion came” 
In realty the ¥-L offensive was a marked failure 
Of the 8,617 fired at Britain that summer, 
a thousand crashed shortly after taking off, and 
an additional 3,852 were brought down by Allied 
fighters, barrage balloons of anthaircraft guns 
only around one in four actually hit the country 
Airattacks on the V's distinctive ski-shaped 
storage bunikets, and the transport links that 
supplied those same sites with fuel and additional 
missiles, further degraded the effectiveness of the 
assault, and with the German disaster at False 
in early August, the Allied armies were able to 
advance across northern France and captu 
vast majority ofthe V-t's launch sites, During 
that advance, Allied soldiers came across sev 
‘massive concrete bunkers - too far inland to be 
part of the Nazis’ flawed Atlantic Wall coastal 
defences, these were the precursors to today’s 
‘modern underground missile silos - Hitler’ secret 
rocket bunkers. 


The V-2 


Two years earlier in 1942, Arthur Harris's RAF 
Bomber Command began its campaign against 
‘Nazi Germany in earnest. The frst 000-bomber 
raid against Cologne devastated the city and 
caused terrible casualties. Hitler demanded 
revenge, but Hermann Goering’s Luftwaffe was 
‘outmatched and overstretched. It was down to his 
architect-cum-armaments minister. Albert Speer, 
{ propose a solution the world’s first ever long 
range ballistic missile offensive. The V-1 was but 
‘one of a whole series of technologicaly-advanced 
weapons developed by German scientists in 
an attempt to turn the tide of a war that was, 
ncreasingly flowing against the Third Reich. At 
the Peenemtinde racket research facility on the 
Baltic coast, Wallet Dornberger and Wernher von 
Braun had built and tested a rocket designated 


“The question for the 
Nazis was where to target 
it? For Hitler the choice 
was obvious - London” 


Washington DC, 1969 - Wernter von Braun 
‘models of al the rockets he worked on 


Hitler's 


as the Aggregat 4 - the A-t for short. The world 
‘would come to know it as the V2. Ata thousand 
kilos, its warhead was bigger than the V-'s, and 
its range of some 200 miles was 40 more than 

its litle brother, bu it was its speed that really 
set it apart. The VA flew at 400 mph - a bit more 
than a Spitfire - whereas the V2 reached almost 
3,600 mph: it was untouchable, undetectable 
flight and there was no defence against it. uring 
2 test Mlight on 20 June 1944 a V2 became the 
first man-made object to travel into space. The 
question for the Nazis was where to target i For 
Hitler the choice was obvious - London. On 22 


December 1942 he gave the go-ahead to start mass 


production of the roc 


Concrete megaliths 
While the army, and indee 

the rocket ropamme - inching that of 
Domberpe himself - advocated mobe launching 
a the way Srwad Eile pcre Che pandion, 
and opted instead to replicate the 

concrete U-boat pens built on France's Atlantic 
Coast asthe bat way of protecting the V2 fran 
Allied aerial atack. The U-boat pes were proving 
actos impervious to even the heaviest bombing 


some voices within 


wuge reinforced 


and the Nazi dictator believed that underneath the 


sive hardened dome. the V2s and 
infrastructure and personnel 
id able to launch 
inst the British 


safety of am 


all their associ 
would remain unmolested a 


wave after wave of missiles. 
capital and other major cities. 

Surveys over the winter of 1942/43 identified 
2 suitable location on the south-eastern edge 
of the 850-hectare Forét d'Bperiecques in the 
Pas-de-Calais. Just to the west is the village 


Secret Rockel Bunkers 


of Watten, leading to the site being called the 
Blockhaus d'Eperlecques, the ‘Watten bunker 
cor simply "Watten’ Codenamed Kraftwerk Nord 
West (Powerplant Northwest) by the Nazis, 

6,000 forced labourers were shipped in to begin 
excavation and construction in early 1943, 

The bunker was huge. Bult by the paramilitary 
Organization Todt (OT) to a ‘special fortification 
standard’ - Sonderbaustike - the main building 
‘would be the liquid oxygen (LOX) production 
facility that fuelled the rockets, and this was 
92 metres (302 ft) wide, 28 metres (2 ft) high, 
with working levels descending 6 metres (20 10 
below ground. It was protected by a reinforced 
concrete roo! five me 
35 metres (1 ft) thick. Two hundred thousand 


res (06 f9 thick, and walls 


TARGET NEW YORK! 


‘The Nazi dream of a missile that could reach the ea 


Nazi Germany considered rocket attacks against 
the eastern seaboard of the United States 

937, but it wasn't until July 1940 
that Walter Domberger drafted a report for 


Hitler outlining plans for an Amerikaraket 

though at that point Germany and the US 
weren't at war. Designated the A-9, the new 
rocket was envisioned to be a modified A-8 

eater range, but carying the same 

1,000 kg warhead. Some preparatory work was 


th a Far 


done by senior members of the Peenemiinde 
th and Walther 


team, including Hermann Obe 
Thiel, but it wasn't until 1944 that the proje 
now codenamed ‘Pro 


stern United States 


9/A10 
the very first mult-stage rocket in history, No 


target - this would have made the A 


guidance system at the time could cope with 
the 5,000 km flight distance, soit was decided 
to installa pilot in the misile 

then use radio beacons on U-boats in the north 
Atlantic to guide the 20-metre long racket on its 
terminal trajectory. When the Wizernes bunker 

site was liberated in September 1944, an Allied 


The pilot would 


analyst reported that part of the complex was 
thin half a degree of the Great circle 
bearing on New York (Great circle nav 
the practice of navigating an object along the 
shortest distance between two points on the 
globe), and when Duncan Sandys! 
Committee’ commissioned a report for the Wat 
Cabinet on the Wizernes bunker it stated that 
the dimensions ofthe site make it suitable for 
the A-4(V: 


ation Is 


rossbow 


) rocket, but the possibilty of anew 


body parts awaiting assembly atthe 

Iitlwerk production ality nest Nordhatsen ater 

is capture by US troope in 14S Taowsande of stave 
Tabourers were worked to death at Mitelwerk 


burn for app 50s p 
detach to leave the A-9 to continue onto its 


half as long again as the A-8 and 


twice the weight cannot be ruled out 
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tons of concrete and 20,000 tons of steel were 
needed for the bunker, within which some 250 
personnel would man and run a min-production 
plant capable of assembling, fuelling, arming and 
Jhunching 36 missiles a day, as well as storing 
up to one hundred and eight. External supplies 
would be brought in by rail to the bunker’ own 
bbomt-proof railway station on a specially: built 
spur line, with the entire site powered by an. 
{integral power station with 2 2,000 horsepower 
(15 MW) generating capacity. 

‘As far back as November 1939, the British 
began to pick up information about ‘secret 
weapons development’ and Peenemtinde itself 
‘was identified asa site of special interest by aerial 
photo reconnaissance as early as January 1943. 
‘The result was Operation Hydra ~ an RAF bombing 
raid conducted by almost 600 aircraft during the 
night of 17718 August 1943, which damaged the 
facility, killed over 180 German staf inchuding 
technicians and scientists and severely delayed 
rocket testing. 

Hydra was the opening salvo in Operation 
Crossbow - the Allies plan to search out and 
destroy the V-weapon threat. 


Operation Crossbow 

The fist phase of Crossbow fom August 1943 up 

to June the following yea saw mainly American 

bombers drop 12.658 tons of bombs on over 60 V1 
Ibunch ste aswell as iting Watten and another 


Operation Crossbow 

Once discovered, Aled forces 

ean ai raids on La Coupole 
es, How 


ns 


site at Mimoyecques, The raids were so heavy 
and persistent that the Luftwaffe regiment tasked 
‘with the Vemissile programme wrote in its War 
Diary that: "The number of French workers on the 
sites is diminishing because of the continual alt 
raids, Even the system of bonuses for increased 
production is no longer attracting therm.” Watten, 
first attacked on 27 August, had over 500 tons 

cof bombs dropped on i in eight additional raids 
between January and June 1944, and while none 
penetrated the concrete roof, the damage to the 
site in general, as well as its road and rail links, 
‘was so complete that the idea of using it asthe 
‘main V2 launching base was abandoned, 

The OT settled on an alternative site less than 
nine miles away in an existing limestone quarry 
at Wizernes. A new construction technique 
pioneered by the OT engineer Werner Flos, called 
‘earth forming, would be used to frustrate Allied 
air attack this approach called forthe reinforced 
concrete roof: $ metres (16 f) thick and 71 metres 
(233 fd in diameter -to be built on top of an 
earthen mound, and then once complete, the earth 
‘would be dug cut from underneath its $5,000 ton 
‘mass to form the inner chamber. This chamber 
was a huge octagonal rocket-preparation hall 
directly under the dome. It was never completed 
bbut would have been 41 metres (135 f) in diameter 
and up to 33 metres (108 ft) high - easily enough 
to accommodate a fully-uelled and armed 12.5-on 
2 standing 14 metres (46 ft) high. 


Running away from this central chamber 
‘would be some seven kilometres (4.3 miles) of 
‘tunnels cut into the side of the quarry itself, 
‘housing barracks, LOX production facilities and 
missile storage bays, An underground rail tunnel 
‘codenamed Ida - would connect Wizernes to the 
in line some miles away, so missiles could be 
delivered unhindered, and then launched from 
‘one of two launchpads, Gustav and Gretchen 
‘Overseen by the German construction 
1 Philipp Holemann AG of Frankfurt am 
“Main and the Grossdeutsche Schachtbau und 
Tiefbohr GmbH, some 1,400 workers beavered 
away to first build the dome and an additional 
bbomb-proof ‘skirt’ or Zerschellerplate of steel 
reinforced concrete, M metres (46 ft) wide and 
2 metres (66 ff) thick, surrounding the dome 
itself and supported by a series of buttresses. 
Codenamed Schotterwerk Nordwest (Northwest 
Gravel Works), the site was quickly identified by 
Allied overflights - perversely it was the elaborate 
care taken to camoutlage it that gave it away ~ and 
bombed. Beginning in March 1944, Wizernes was 
repeatedly raided with the dome suffering one 
ditect hit on 6 May, although it wasn't penetrated. 
Eventually it was decided to use Barnes Wall's 
12.0001b Tallboy ‘earthquake’ bombs to pierce 
\Wwhat were termed the ‘Heavy Crossbow’ sites at 
Watten, Wizernes and Mimoyecques. Beginning on 
the night of 19 June over Watten, the elite crews of 
the RAF's 617 Squadron of Dambuster fame sought 
to smash the Nazis’ giant concrete rocket bunkers. 
\Wizernes was attacked on the 24 and again on 
17 July, and although not a single bomb hit the 
dome itself, several nearmisses undermined the 
superheavy structure and its foundations, forcing 


the Nazis to abandon any further work on the site 
As Dornb airattack 
with bombs so battered the rock all around that in 
the spring of 1944 landslides made further work 
Impossible” A German report dated 28 July 1944 
stated that, the whole area around the dome has 
been so churned up that its unapproachable, and 
the bunker is jeopardised from underneath” 

As for Mimoyecques on 6 July 
its entrance tun collapsed, 
‘entombing several hundred forced labourers and 
their German co-wod 

The Anglo-American 'bomber barons, the 
RAF's Arthur Harris, and the USAAFs Carl 
Spaatz and Jimmy Doolittle, were no fans of 
Crossbow. believing it an unnecessary diversion 
from their main focus - the destruction of Nazi 
Germany's industries and cities. Churchill thought 
differently. To his mind the British population 
had suffered enough after neatly five years of war 
‘on their doorstep, and while the Vemissle threat 
never achieved any real military significance. 
the potential frit to cause massive damage 
and horrific casualties, couldn't be discounted. 
Hence the priority placed on Crossbow and its, 
destruction of Hitler's secret concrete rocket 
bunkers. The results speak for themselves - not a 
single rocket of any type was launched from the 
designated sites at Watten and Wizemes. 


Aftermath 

With France Heated, the Vs withdrew to the 
Netherlands, and without a buier ste wo uti, 
the Army reverted to ts prefered launch approach 
using Meilerwagen mete fing batterie, 
manned by regula soldes with specialist 
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eeret Rocket Bunkers 


The planned ral 


‘he bottom bet ad 
ext to the dome 


taaining, which presented an almost impossible 
target for the Allied air forces. The first V2 hit 
‘London on 8 September 1944, and the very last 

(on 24 March 1945 - Norwich and Ipswich were 
also targeted. Eventually some 1,359 V2s would 
>be sent hurting towards England, with just over a 
‘thousand of them hitting the country, killing 2.754 
people and wounding another 6,523, 

In 1943, Hitler declared that; "The AA isa 
measure that can decide the war”, but in reality 
the A-4/V2 ended up failing as much as its 
predecessor the VL Innocent civilians were killed 
and injured, but the course of the war wasn't 
altered. Ata time when the Wehrmacht needed 
every fighter aicraft, panzer and gun the country 
could manufacture, huge effort and resources 
were poured into a programme, that while 
revohutionary, came too late to save Hitler's Nazi 
‘empire. As it was, the huge scale ofthe bunker 
construction project grabbed Allied attention, and 
the subsequent bombing campaign crushed it 

With the war over, the Americans and Soviets 
scrambled to secure Nazi rocket technology and 
the men who invented and developed it. The most 
famous - Wernher von Braun - ended up in the US 
working at NASA and helping the Americans not 
conly develop a nuclear missile arsenal, but also 
reach the Moon, while Coalition forces in the First 
Gulf War came under attack from Soviet-made 
Scuds that were directly descended from the V2. 

In France, both the Wizernes site - now known, 
as La Coupole (the Dome) - and Watten are now 
‘museums, the former opened to the public in 1997, 
and the latter a privately-owned attraction that 
details the history ofthe site and the story of the 
‘V-weapons programme. 
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CATHOLIC 
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From 1570 - 1680, Protestant England was besieged by rumours of a 
Catholic conspiracy. But how much was true, how much was fake news? 


11680 England was in a state of 


crisis. Allegations had been made in a 

‘manuscript by expriest Titus Oates of 

a clandestine fifth column of Catholics 

‘operating in secret. This group had the 
‘motive and - withthe help of Catholic France 
and Ireland - the means to carry out their threat: 
to invade England, overthrow the king. burn 
‘London tothe ground and install the Duke of 
‘York, who had known Catholic sympathies, as 
king, under the Pope. 

‘When the magistrate investigating the claims 
{n the manuscript, Sir Edmundberry Godfrey, 
‘was mysteriously murdered, panic set in. The 
plot took on a life of its own. With nothing 
‘mote than Oates as.a star witness, members of 
‘the House of Lords were impeached (ral by 


. ) 


Written by Harry Cunningham 


duly executed for their supposed involvement 
i the plot. The queen's physician, Sir George 
‘Wakeman, and the queen herself were placed 
under suspicion. Meanwhile, Protestant minded 
“MPs came together to pass acts of parliament 
at first limiting the powers of the Duke of York 
and then to explicitly exclude him from the line 
‘of succession. Charles only managed to stop the 
rebels by dissolving parliament, The tension in 
London was palpable. There were genuine fears 
a second civil war might break out. 

‘There was just one problem. The allegations 
had been completely made up by Oates, a serial 
liar and fantasist who revelled in the celebrity 
status that being the mouthpiece of the so-called 
Popish Plot brought him. 

‘But why were the public and the government 
so keen to take Oates at his word? Was this 


all just about Catholicism? Were the people 
generally fearful of Catholic threats oF was 
(Catholicism just a way of talking about other's 
anxieties? Certainly, there was fear of change as 
the Early Modern reached its zenith and colonial 
rivalries in the new world led to new ways of 
‘tading and a more advanced economy back, 
‘home. Then there was England's increasingly 
{fraught relationship with its nearest neighbours 
‘Scotland and Ireland, and underlining it all were 
‘unanswered questions from the Civil War and. 
‘the Reformation about the relationship between 
‘monarch and parliament, and Church and State, 
For over a century successive Protestant 
‘monarchs from Elizabeth I to Charles If had been 
‘haunted by Catholic plots, fake and real, The 
tension has its origins in the 1530s. Historians 
largely agree that Henry Vil’ break with Rome 
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hhad little to do with religious doctrine. His key 
aim was to assert his monarchical authority 
‘over the Papacy, with the key doctrinal tenants 
of Catholicism remaining in place-It was only 
when Henry's young son Edward VI became 
king in a regency, overseen by Protestant nobles, 
that a fissure erupted in English society as 
successive monarchs tried to force their own 
religion on the country. 

Succeeding Edward VI, Mary 1 earned the 
nickname Bloody Mary for her attempts at 
re-Catholicising the country in the 1550s ~ 
‘burning those at the stake who refused to recant 
and marrying the Catholic King of Spain to 
reaffirm England's commitment to Catholicism. 

‘The challenge for Mary's successor Elizabeth 
11was how to bring the country back together in 
way that allowed Catholics and Protestants to 
live side-by-side, Her initial religious settlement 
can largely be characterised asa softer version 
of Edward VI's Protestantism. She took the 
title of Supreme Governor rather than Head of 
the Church and allowed some elements of the 
Catholic doctrine to remain, 

‘To begin with Catholics were generally 
allowed to practice in private, so long as they 
attended church services regularly. The Act of 
Supremacy 1559 also offered a more limited 
definition of what constituted heresy. What, 

‘was at issue was the monarch’ authority, not 
doctrinal issues themselves, 

However, by the 1580s this policy completely 
fell apart. A whole series of Catholic plots were 
exposed and halted by Elizabeth I's spy chief 
Francis Walsingham. The most famous of which 

the Babington Plot - involved Elizabeth's 
cousin, Mary, Queen of Scots, then under house 
arrest in England after she was deposed from 
the Scottish throne. Elizabeth had no choice but 


to act. The tolerance she had extended to the 
Catholics, who were uncompromising in their 

‘own beliefs, was clearly being interpreted as, 

a sign of weakness. In 1587, begrudgingly, she 

‘executed Mary which precipitated more or less 
open warfare with Catholic Spain. 

Elizabeth's Protestant’ victory over the 
‘Catholic’ Armada in 1588 would help foster the 
narrative that England, a tiny island that stood 
alone in Europe and the world, was a special 
‘country on the cusp of fulfiling its destiny as a 
‘slobal imperial player against the odds. 

However, the reality was Elizabeth Ts victory 
hardly settled things. After her death, the entire 
apparatus of the state came within a hair's 


breadth of being wiped out. From the king 
and his heir to the entire House of Commons 
{and the Lords, all were assembled for the state 
‘opening of parliament in November 1605 when a 
last-minute tip off led to a search of the cellars. 
For Elizabeth I's successor James VI, raised 
‘4 Protestant, the Gunpowder Plot shook him to 
the core. Only two years into his English reign, 
it reminded him of his vulnerability and shored 
up his belief in the Divine Right of Kings. His 
‘authority alone was what should determine the 
future of England, as it did in Scotland. 
For a while everyone in London was under 
suspicion. You only have to read the later plays 
of Shakespeare - Macbeth, King Lear and the 
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Pay Your Carps RIGHT 
WitH Titus OATEs 


Higher or lower? An ace of spades or a queen of hearts? How playing 
cards helped spread the word about Titus Oates’ plot 
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aspire ~ suggests they hada keep her Catholic household 

bloody revenge tragedies of Thomas Middleton Ea secret histories. so she was an easy target fo 

and John Webster to get a sense ofthe Oates who testified that he 
Polsonous political climate in the nation, 

But the biggest and most profound effect a eae the cue 
James's regime had was on his second son she would senior Catholic in England, the 
Prince Charles -who unexpectedly became heir [Sia ; Duke of Noriok 
apparent following the death of his elder brother [ic cee seeeeeeeES Pecan Eiretecrenintsneseartces 


Henry, Prince of Wales. 
His first mistake was to take as his wife IN Wy 
inact anit, : G 
Catholic. Gossip and rumour began as to how 


OR EEE Corer Oe CEN I ‘Sir GEORGE Five : James, DUKE 
Cates he refused Yo compromise and raled WAKEMAN Lorps H oF YoRK 


ates had a colourful life, Expelled 
from the Merchant Taylors School 
in London, he was ordained as a 
priest but imprisoned for perjury 
before escaping to join the navy 
as a chaplain, only to be expelled 
from that too, Later he even 


had overheard her talking t 
entertain # two jesuits, She had allegedly 
it aiready } agreed to be alast resort: fall 


‘without parliament for years at atime. Matters 
of state religion, of tax rates, of war and peace, 
all were -in the king's mind - solely his domain. 
Parliament was, at best, an advising chamber following a tral was a major blow $ were not permitted access to York, then the Lord High Admiral, 
designed to help him rule and, at worst, merely to Oates as it showed that hi Lawyers whist the prosecution resigned his postion rather thar 
an exercise in rubber stamping. allegations were starting to lose £ - the Crown-were entitled to take the oath, He became the 
But forall the blood spilt in the showdown redbility. He never should have} counsel. Most of the members unwiling spider in a web of plots 
between king and parliament in the Civil é n against his brother, Charles I 
‘War and the equally tumultuous years of the 
um - the years between the kings - the 
parliament 
and king, Church and religion were not resolved 
It might be easy to think that the execution 
of his father at the hands of the parliamentary 
elite in 1649 was more than enough to 
‘motivate Charles I into toeing the line 
‘when he was finally restored in 1660, 
However, the role of the monarch 
Was essentially unchanged. 
‘There was nothing to stop 
Charles I! from dissolving 
parliament and ruling on his own 
ithe so wished. There were also 
fears that his attempts to legislate for 
religious toleration by way of the Royal 
Declaration of Indulgence in 1672. which 
relaxed the Act of Uniformity, were seen as 
a slippery slope. Was Charles trying to turn 
England into a Catholic country once again? 
‘As Charles continued to govern in the country 
at large, but particularly in London. the embers 


physician had allegec the House of Lords were accused Act forcing anyone ina public 
fered £10,000 t £ of involvement in the plot. As with # office to swear allepiance to the 
I's crinking pot. His acquittal all High Treason tral, the accused $ Anglican Church, James, Duke of 


CENTURY 
Fake News 


How fabricated new stories, exaggerated 
accounts and even fake newspapers 
helped spread the Popish Plot 


Sir Joun Tempte's History oF 
THE IRISH REBELLION 


John Temple's story’ ofthe irish Rebellion of 1641 
2 was frst published in 1646 but republished in the 
1670s. The ubttied ‘Barbarous crueties and 
Bloody Massacres which endured thereupon’ and i 
now believer 

the re 


ontextuale 
lished vie 


This work was pa ted elfor to 
Ireland asa lawless place, overrun by Cat 
Englsh, Newspapers brought “strange and la 
news from Ireland,” ane of w 

Dublin” who “was found with her 

arms, and lying by her black lke burt le 


And The Earl OF 
‘Wil with the 
30 in 1680 was full of Innuendo abot 
‘queen had been manipulated by her ci 
Later came the publ 
1¢ Medhcis (1686) ard 
51 (1690) w 
Al were 
than real works of histoieal scholarship 


Henry VIlPs Break withthe 
jax and its Catholie Chureh in Rone 
lfferent political at sceeaves touch 
nally, Thoms England: the consequences 
‘tthe radical move would be 
{et for centuries to come 


of suspicion and innuendo that would gute 
thecal inthe le 1670 sere pty 
‘Ths was in part ot jut because ofthe 
political system, which largely kept 
edna peopl exuded fom debate, 
ut als beens of the pang pene 
td increased ray rte Whe 
rere at econ high fa the onal 
Noepigens creamed wound the 
captal vere people ved opti in 
cove quater ong tel te th 
Sour wha wa realy going behind 
osed doo 
Tus Oats claimed to have created 
ate acownd of the ever of 
the Poplh ot, What made is 
inane seem believable was 
tmyliaoahsry and teen 
One example of hiss how Oates 
inked the Ges Fit of Loon in 1666 
to Rome and ultimately is cathole 
conaprcy. He hinted tat bang ces 
and people as Mary Thad been woke 
(> emcnastd wary fnchnlgue that 
‘orignaled fn Race I was nthe 
aBimm Cnition ofthe Emperor Nero 
wo was alegelyropoeible for 
burning Rome to the going bt alsin 
A: “trtrtison of the dev Riel an the 
tesa bell 
Dot of couse all of wa emi be 
GA) cise on Engin and Wales when 


Itbecame a tradition onthe anniversary of 
the pot to burman effigy of Guy Fawhes 


Toh \\ yw 


‘JAMES’ PLAN DID NOT BODE WELL 
WITH HIS ENGLISH PARLIAMENT™ 


there were in fact three independent nations 
on the British sie. England's relationship with 
Scotland and freland and the way in which 
politicians in London shamelessly played 
countries off against each other, also contributed 
to the tensions. 

England and Scotland had been joined in a 
Union of the Crowns since the death of Elizabeth 
{in 1603 and the accession of James VI already 
King of Scots, Almost immediately he attempted 
to join his separate kingdoms in politica, as well 
as monarchical, matrimony. 

‘But Jamest plan di not bode well with his 
English parliament who were concerned that 
Union was a by-word for Scotish domination 
and autocratic government. Arguments about 
England being flooded by poorer ess-educated 
Scots are best expressed by the Danish 
“Ambassador to England, Christopher Lindenow 
‘who recalled that English lords feared “if 
union were enacted, most Scots would move 
to England and Scotland would finally become 
a waste and unpeopled land” Various trade 
partnerships were also considered and another 
{attempt at a Union was made in 1670 but both 
failed. The fear persisted that Charles had the 
‘same motives as his grandfather, to pursue a 
‘Union for political purposes -to make it easier 


to govern England with the backing of Scottish 
MPs in one British pariament. 

Its clear that Scots were largely in favour 
of the continuation of the monarchy under 
the Duke of York- the Stuarts were after ala 
‘Scottish dynasty - and a parliament that had 
Scottish MPs may not have passed the excision 
bills. Equally, had the king given royal assent 
to the exclusion bills in England then the 
‘Duke would still have eventually become King. 
of Scots and England would havea different 
‘monarch when Chatles If died -his illegitimate 
son the Duke of Monmouth, a likely contender. 
‘The tensions this created may well have started 
a war between the two countries. During the 
PPopish Plot and the Exclusion Crisis the Duke 
was sent to the Scottish Highlands, ostensibly 
to keep him away from London. In the minds 
of the plotters this was just another sign that 
Charis was preparing an invasion from the 
north should a Civil War break out o trust in 
‘the monarchy collapse. 

Ireland had 2 Catholic majority, despite 
attempts by Cromwell to create Protestant 
settlements onthe island. I also had a bogus 
democratic structure. Poynings Law effectively 
gave the English Privy Council a power of veto 
‘over Irish lw and the sizeof upper chamber 


Catholic Hysteria 


‘Asa Catholic, Catherine of 


DD) eaganea was a equent 


‘was ‘inflated’ - tripled in size - by the Stuarts 
so it did not accurately represent the religious 
‘makeup of the country. However, whilst this 
‘might seem repressive, the reality of governing, 
Ireland required accepting a larger degree of 
tolerance towards Catholics than would have 
‘been acceptable in England, 

Historian RF Forster describes how "A 
Catholic schoolmaster was teaching in every 
pparish in Limerick in 1670" and the Catholic 
‘Church during the 1670s was “lively, active and 
{increasingly visible” whilst Catholics owned 
around 29% of the land. Back home in England 
this reality was ignored. 

Despite the Popish Plot and the Exclusion 
Crisis, Charles Il got his way. Titus Oates was 
‘exposed as perjurer and sent to the stocks and 
the Duke of York succeeded him as James It/ 
‘Vil in 1685. But his reign was - predictably 
~ disastrous. His attempts to re-introduce 
Catholicism ended with him being forced to flee 
England in disgrace. 

‘When his daughter Mary and her husband 
Prince William of Orange were installed as joint 
sovereigns in 1688 it was on the condition that 
they upheld a Bill of Rights. No Catholic would 
ever take the throne again and England would 
‘now have a constitutional monarchy, in which, 
increasingly, parliament led the country and the 
‘monarchy became merely a symbol. The rifts 
and factions regarding religion and the right 
‘to rule that had plagued England for 100 years 
‘were - for a time - put to bed at last. 
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Philoso 


It’s time to re-examine the legacy that the last 
ofthe Hive Good Emperors has left bebind 


ar raged on the Danube in 
the 170s CE. On one side 
‘were the Celtic tribes, who 
had launched a threatening 
invasion over the river and 
Into Roman territory. On the other side wese the 
fearsome Roman legions, an imposing force with 
‘heir military discipline and ruthless training. At 
their head was one of the co-emperors, Marcus 
‘Aurelius, the man who brought them to the cusp 
of victory before his death. But when he wasn’t 
leading his troops be hal time to killin Germany. 
Isat this time, when Marcus was leading his 
{oops in the Marcomannic Wars in 166-180 CE 
‘that it's thought he wrote Meditations, the work 
the has since become famous for. When people 
think of the emperor now, they don't remember 
his time at war. They don't recall his leadership 
nation through drought and plague. 
one knows Marcus as the philosopher king. 
joie who became the last ofthe so-called 
od Emperors before, in Edward Gibbon's 
eyes, Commoduis took over and 
precipitated the empire's 
downfall After almost 
2,000 years, i's the 


Autelit, be sts stride his 


uv se on the Capitol Hill in Ro 
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ssuch a complex character into such a small box? 
To answer the question, it's important to go 
back fo Marcus’ youth. Like many an emperor 
before him, he wasn't born in the purple - that is 
he wasn't born to an emperor. No one knew that 
‘one day he would rule one of antiquity’s greatest 
empires. However, ha 
said that, his upbringing 
was certainly upper class 
brought up in a mansion on 
the upmarket Caelian Hil in 
Rome, the world was his. 
Educating children in 
ancient Rome was about 
siving them the best stat 
In life - especially the boys. 
and so Domitia Lucilla made 
sure to provide that for her 
son. It was usually down to 
the lady of house to organise 
her sons' educations, and 
with Marcus’ father dying, 
when he was a young boy, the burden rested on 
Lucilla's shoulders although Marcus’ grandfather 
did help. A tutor was found for Greek lessons, 
and another for elocution. A third would be 
nd ge 
pment as he grew into hist 
was a classic education, 
that Marcus was being primed for one thing 
his rise through Rome's political hierarchy. 
In his teens, more teachers came, One 
ught geometry, another music. But it 


ns. It 
nd it was cleat 


philosophy we remember. But is it fir to shoehorn 


“Marcus slept 
in a Greek 
cloak on the 
ground until his 
mother begged 
him to sleep in 
a little bed” 


‘was the at teacher who found something within 
the young Marcus; Diognetus introduced him to 
philosophy, and it was something that Marcus 
‘would never forget. "From Diognetus...I earned] 
to have an affinity for philosophy,” he would write 
In his Meditations. Diognetus would be the sixth 
‘mentioned out of 17 people who had an impact on 
his life - not bad going for a 
secondary school teacher 

When he was 12, Marcus did 
what many 12-yearolds do: he 
declared what he wanted to be 
when he was older His dream 
was to be a philosopher, and 
he began to dress like one 
He slept in a Greek cloak on 
the ground until his mother 
begged him to sleep ina litle 
bed, His heart was set on this 
new direction. 

So philosophy would always 
be Marcus fist love but, as 
it would transpire, he was 
going to rule some day, At the age of just 17, his 
life would change forever when he found out that 
hhe would be emperor. It would take 20 years until 
he finally donned the purple toga, and during 
thar time it was a battle between polities and. 
philosophy. Marcus would become cons three 
times and he was forced to move to the imperial 
palace. He wasn't too fond of his new abode, as he 
makes clear in Meditations, “Let nobody any more 
hhear you blaming palace life: don't hear yourself 
blaming i 


Up, up, up the Cursus Honorum (course of 
offices) hed gone, until the fateful day arrived in 
161. Antoninus Pius was dead. He'd gone relatively 
peacefully but now the burden of the Roman. 
Empire lay on the shoulders of Marcus and his 
adoptive brother, Lucius Verus. Hobbies and 
interests had to be put to one side because they 
‘were in fora bumpy ride, 

Duty came before anything else. As Marcus was 
bestowed the standard imperial ttle of Augustus 
and Pontifex Maximus, be accepted them with 
a heavy heart, Gone was his freedom. Almost 
Immediately, war was afoot. The rivalry between 
Parthia and Rome had finally reached boiling 
point, and King Vologases IV decided to invade 
Syria, managing to overthrow its governor. The 
time had finally come to sort the Parthians out. 

‘Out of Rome's two co-emperors, Marcus was 
definitely considered the senior fromthe start, 
and it was he who noticed that the presence of 
an emperor was neetled on the eastern border, 
But it wouldn't be Marcus who would go ~ he 
‘would send Lucius to sort out the problem, while 
he stayed in Rome to consolidate their rule But 
despite the fact that he didn’ travel there himself, 
Marcus knew exactly what needed to be sent, 
{dispatching three ofthe top legions that were 
currently on the Rhine and the Danube, as well 
as part of the Praetorian Guard ~ the emperors’ 
bodyguards - and thousands of auxiliaries. It was 
shrewd move, and one designed to result in an 
early victory for the adoptive brothers. Ie was an 
Impressive feat for someone who had had minimal 
military experience 


tered 


MEDITATIONS 


Wares Aurelius Antonis 


Philosopher Or Despot? 


‘The Romans would be victorious in 165166, 


Roman soldiers began to come back to Rome as 
the war eased of, the final victory being won 

in 166, Marcus and Lucius claimed the names 
Armeniacus and Particus in celebration, and 
Lucius headed home for his triumph - but he 
should have stayed away. 

‘As the legions spread back through the empire 
they brought something with them that was more 
<deadly than their weapons. Seeping into every city 
and settlement was a vicious plague. The disease 
‘swept across the empire and down the Italian 
Peninsula, killing 5 million Romans before it died 
‘ut itself 15 years late. It was clear to all that the 
mighty Roman Empire was weakened, and it 
wouldnt take long before outsiders realised that 
this was their chance to invade. 

‘To the north were Germanic tribes, but they 
weren't considered too much ofa threat, Having 
signed a peace treaty with the Romans, they wer 
‘expected to stay on their side of the Danube, but 
with unrest and rioting among the tribes, they 
needed to spread out. The Marcomanni and Quadi 
tribes headed further and further south, until they 
found themselves at the Roman border. Luckily for 
them, it was largely undefended thanks to Marcus 
having sent most of its soldiers to Parthia and 
suffering from plague. The Marcomannic Wars had 
begun. It was to be one of Marcus’ greatest tests, 
but it would also cement his legacy in another field 


WEIGHING 
THE LEGACY 


Was Marcus Aurelius more of a 
philosopher or a despot? 
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BIRTH A YOUNG PRIEST 


mn 168, both co-emperors made their way to 
the border along with a Roman force to dispel 
the barbarians. Leaving the legions there. they 
soon made their way back to Rome, but time was 
running short for ane of them. In 169, Licius died, 
leaving Marcus, the reluctant ruler, in sole charge 
‘of the Roman Empire. Realising he had to step up 
and take charge, Marcus headed to the warzone 
‘once more. He couldnt risk the empire looking, 
‘weak after the death of another emperor 

Leading the Roman war machine from 
armuntum, 40 kilometres from modern-day 
Vienna, this was where Marcus’ complex character 
began to come into play. While directing an 
army against a foreign invasion, the emperor 
‘began to write down some of his thoughts - his 
meditations, if you will - in a rambling collection 
that grew over time, 


Later dubbed Meditations 
Marcus’ writings are arguably 
‘what has brought him the 
ost fame, but the irony is 
that it was never meant to 
be seen. Taking the form 
‘of a personal notebook, i 

ns to be a way for Marcus 
{in philosophical 
‘exercises that would change 

behaviour and way of 
thinking, for in the ancient 
‘world, that's what philosophy 
‘as all about. It wasn’t about 
theoretic 
discovering how to carry out your life. As such, it's 
possible, toa certain extent, to treat Meditations 
autobiographically In ara 
Roman rulership, we hav 
{nto an emperor's mind, 

The original name of Marcus’ writings was 

‘Ta els heauton, or To Himself, and the emperor 
refers to himself in both the first and thied person 
throughout as he pens his thoughts on himself, 
leadership and life. I's almost become a textbook 
for Stoics over the preceding centuries, and it's 
that fame that has increased Marcus’ legacy as 
a philosopher above al else. Having said that, 
there were things that he di in his lifetime to 
support this view, such as creating four Chairs 
of Philosophy in Athens, with one each for the 
principal philosophical traditions: Platonic 


argument 


recurrence with the 


a chance to see directly 
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Shortly be 


emperor Lucius Verus, who 
a5 next inline to rule unt 

he died two years later. He 

also takes the toga vir 


‘and Lucius Vers 


“The irony is 
that Marcus’ 
writings in 
Meditations 
were never 
meant to 
be seen” 


‘ANTONINUS PIUS 


<eath, he announces 
generations of hers: fist 
9s, then Marcus 


Philosopher Or Despot? 


Aristotelian, Stoic and Epicurean. Out of those 
four, though, it was Stoicism that would define 
the emperor. He was described as a Stoic by Julius 
Capitolinus, one of his ancient biographers, and he 
makes reference to a number of Stoics who had 
t him throughout Meditations. 
Marcus seemed to refer to the version of, 
‘Stoicism that was put forward by Epictetus, who 
proposed three areas of study that an apprentice 
philosopher should be trained in: desires and 
versions, the impulse to act and not to act and 
freedom from deception. These corresponded to 
the early Stoic ideas ofthe physical, the ethical 
and the logical. Marcus was certainly a follower 
of this strand of Stoicism, as can be seen in 
Medltations 97: “Brase 
stop impulse, quench desir: keep your directing 
mind its own master 


a Christan martyr 
ring the reign of 


print of imagination, 


The reflection upon oneself 
was also a Stoic idea, and 

the emperor does seem to 
have been analysing his own 
thought 

those 


while rejecting 
thinks detrim 


to his person. It was clearly a 
personal process, as he had 
no audience to de 

to. And as.a seemingly 

aged on 
outside his camp, Marcus 
wrote. But why? Many have 


pe himself 


suggested that philosophy 
was always Marcus’ fir 


and that's hard to refute when you learn of his 
‘upbringing. Others have put forward the idea that 


be felt intellectually unst 


ulated being away 
trom his court for so long, so he set himself the 
ise of writing down his thought 

From 
to have been almost a 50-50 spl 
between Marcus’ acts as a 

and a philosopher - but there is another 
piece of evidence to support the 


widence we've there 


ynan leader 


5, rumours were circulating. There were 


whispers that the emperor was dead, and 


so in Antioch, one of his for 
Aviditss Cassius, proclaimed himself 
the empire. But Marcus wasn't dead 
the trek east to prove it. The speed with which the 
{insurrection was put down, and with such little 


Marcuse one ofthe mo 
fascinating, layered figures 


SLOL a 
‘CONSUL CONSUL AGAIN; 
Marcus serves 25 consul MARRIAGE TO 
alongside his father i FAUSTINA 
law Emperor Antoninu Marcus’ engageme 
Pus. This would be the 
fist time of three that he 
would be consul 


VIVAT CAESAR 
In his dying days, Antoninus 
Pius formally declares Mar 
his successor. Finally, in 16 

the day arrives, and Marcus 
takes the purple. 


LIKE FATHER, 
LIKE SON? 


‘Sometimes it just doesn’t run 
in the family 


IF there’s ane thing that the 2000 epic 
Gladiator got right, i's that Marcus and his son 
CCommodus were entirely different characters 
‘Where Marcus was revered by his people, 
CCommodus was hated at an almost Nero-tike 
level with ancient historians later ealing him 
accursed and foul” 

‘f around 13 children, only five of Marcus 
and Faustina’s offspring lived to adulthood, 
the only boy being Commodus - in fact, hed 
had a twin brother who had died. But many 
had wished Commodus had perished with 
him: Julius Capitolins went so far as to write 
“had [Marcus] been truly fortunate, he would 
not have left a son.” Of course, he was writing 
with hindsight, but the point stil stands: why 
were father and son so different? 

Marcus tried to give his son the best start 
{nife, with an unrivalled education that 
Commodus seemed to enjoy. But the drive 
Just wasn't there, and he couldn't have been 
less interested in politics, While he served in 
the Roman army by his 
father’s side in the 
Marcomannic Wars, 
he was keen to seek 
peace after Marcus! 
death, with many 
‘questioning if his 
mother had had an 
affair, Surely this 
man who began 
Reyear reign of 
terror couldn't 
bbe the son of 
the great 
Marcus 
Aurelius? 


Commodus had an 
sirfr the theatres 
nd his unruly 
feign would ste 

m aseastnated 


cd, prow 
mething 

the ci 
no had subdued the Parthians. 

D0 film Gladia 
may remember conversation with 
Maximus when he poses the question, “Will 
be known as the philosopher, the warrior, the 
tyrant rough 


Rome through floo. 


Ithas been impo 
‘evidence that points to the legacy 
1s has left behind 


entire books have been 
ve gained 
1 was and 


n the subjects, aftr all - but w 
a solid understanding of who the empe 
rere he 

There are Marcus the 
philosopher, but to what extent actually 
be classed as one? The largest surviving reli 
we have is Meditations, but does that make him 
philosopher, or just a follower of pik 

nal treatises 


uch he actually wrote, Kt could as 
a phil 
because he w of that ilk the 


be argued 
that he's only re opher 
others are reser 
Marcus’ love of philosophy 
adership, and military com 
it Marcus wel. Cassius Dio 
better than any others wh 
while he 


had ever been in any 
wffered losses, he 


position of power” a 
ultimately kept the em nen it was at 
5. He led his 


1. keeping 


risk of being torn asi 


people through famine, plagu 


“Tis aureus, truck c166 CE, 

side, and Victory on the other 
peace internally while showing litle mercy to his 
involved in internal 
a be found of this on 


‘enemies. He was also activ 
state affairs, and evidenc: 
his triumphal column in Rome, One panel shows 
relief of the emperor reading a petition, and it's 
that he read and replied to similar 
items that came from all over the empire, On top 
f this, he acted asa judge and attended Senate 
showing that his role was something 


incredibly seriously. But then pethaps 
phical ideal 
‘Wrestle to be the man philosophy 


Marcus reaching fora philo 
as he wrote 
wished to make ye 

So why do we remember Marcus more 

his philosophy than his leadership? Is it 
because he lett something tangible behind with 

ms? Oris it because his rule was 

ved by his son, Commodus, who 
3s come to be considered one of Rome's most 
spraved rulers? Does he verve the 
mn he's been left with? 
However you see Marc 


philosc 


puta 
Aurelius - whether it's 

her a leader, of anything else - his 

down the centuries. I's perhaps a 

ironic that the man 

for almost 2,000 years once wrote 

have thousands of years to live, Urgency is on you 


While you live, while you can, become good: 
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2d by atst Eugene 
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SheEWolves 


Murder, revenge and adultery. Would it surprise you that parts 


of the story of Cersei Lannisters can be found in the stories of 
the real she-wolves of medieval history? 


Written by Sharon Bennett Connolly 
222 22 2222 2 


driven. Just some 
‘of the words that might be used 
to describe some of the mast 
powerful and influential women of 
the long, datk medieval era. Of course different 
terms may have been used about them at the 
time. Manipulative, conniving. duplicitous, 
power-hungry and so on. In fact such terms were 
probably still being passed around until fairly 
recently when we began to reassess centuries of 
‘ender driven bias against these women. 
‘Does that alone make them people to be 
admired? No, not necessarily. No more than 
\we might admire the men ofthis era who were 
similarly motivated or compelled towards power. 
‘Their stories are, however, hugely compelling and 
are hard to view without some admiration given 
the societal hurdles they were forced to overcome 
Jn a world where power more often than not lay 
{in the hands of men. Stil, the medieval queens 
and consorts navigated the halls of power and 


‘managed to carve for themselves some portion 
‘of political influence that was not only used to 
protect themselves against the tides of fortune 
‘that might otherwise scupper them, but used as a 
foundation from which they struck out and made 
advances for 

Such women, who came to be deemed she- 
‘wolves as a derogatory epithet. aterm that has 


‘massively interesting figures. And with the 
‘success of shows like Game Of Thrones with its 
fictional versions of similarly powerful and driven 
‘women, we cant help but think that they remain 
as influential now on our understanding of the 
‘way women are expected to wield power as they 
‘would have been in their own time. So, what 
{ollows isa series of profiles on some of the most, 
[important ‘she-wolves'of medieval history from 
the 10th to the Hh century, from consorts to 
‘warrior women, usurpers to natural-bom leaders 
(Gross them at your perl, 


“While often 
/& magnanimous in victory, 
4&thelflzed could be 
ruthless when it was _ 
her friends whowere 
attacked; even she was \g * 
not immune from the 
desire for'revenge” 
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aughter of King Alfred the Great, Athelfled campaigns against the Welsh, the Norse and the 
\s married to Athelred. ia Danes - though w! actually wielded a 
sword in bat 
{in victory, Athelflaed 
‘coud be ruthless when it was her friends who 
acked. In june 916 CE, on the feast of St 
thelred died in 9M CE. it was ac, Athelfla's good friend, Abbot Egbert 
left to Athelflad to lead the Mercians in the 
fight against the Danes. Alongside her brother, 
td of Wessex. itis universally 
sdged that A2thelfixd helped to push 
fons. Losing four of theif protection an 
Was leading an army into Wale 
Derby in 917 CE, the Anglo-Saxon Chronic Her army ravaged Brycheiniog, burning the little 
reported: With God's help Ethelfleda lady kingdom and taking many hostages. Although 
Mercia, captured the f 


tually submitted to 
her faithfully. 
idenly in June 
‘conclusion to the 
‘Athelfzd followed 
inthefoottes other ae pst sane 
father Alfred The Gres x ee 
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‘At frst sight, it is easy to have sympathy for 
Isabella of Angouleme, She was married a a very 
‘young age ~ she was no more than 12 and may 
hhave been as young as ten - to ‘Bad? King John, the 
‘man who left women to starve in his dungeons 
‘and murdered his own nephew. Isabella and Jobn 
‘were married in 1200 and, after 16 years together, 
they had five children: the youngest, Eleanor, was 
born in 1215, 

‘When John died in October 1216 CE, however, 
Isabella didn't spend much time seeking to 
‘comfort and protect her children. As soon as her 
‘oldest son, Henry Il, was crowned with her own 
‘chaplet, Isabella started making arrangements to 
{go home, to her own lands in Angouleme, France, 
In 1217 CE she left England, supposedly escorting 
ther daughter, Joan, to her new family. but she 
‘ever returned, Joan had been betrothed, atthe 
age of four, to Hugh X de Lusignan, Count of La 
Marche and the son of Hugh IX de Lasignan, 

1m 1220, however, in a scandalous about-face 
Hugh IX repudiated Joan and married her mother, 
‘is father's former betrothed. And poor nine-year 
‘old Joan's erstwhile betrothed was now her step- 
father! But worse was to come. 


Queen of England 


Instead of being sent back to England, as you 
‘would expect, Joan went from being Hugh's 
‘betrothed - to being his prisoner. She was held 
hostage to ensure Hugh's continued control of her 
dower lands, and as a guarantee to the transfer of 
his new wife's dower. England, on the other hand, 
‘was withholding Queen Isabella's dower against 
the return of Joan's dower lands. 

Isabella wrote to her son, Henry Ill, to explain 
and justify why she had supplanted her own 
‘daughter as Hugh's bride, claiming that his 
friends’ were worried about Joan's youth and 
forcing Hugh to repudiate the English princess in 
favour of a French bride who was old enough to 
bear him a son. Isabella had married Hugh to stop 
him going over to the French and to guarantee 
his allegiance to her son. Ironically the proposed 
uunion of Hugh IX and Isabella, and of thei lands, 
‘as the reason John had married Isabella in the 
fist place - to prevent the lands of La Marche and 
‘Angouleme challenging Plantagenet superiority 
in the region. Litle Joan was returned to England 
towards the end of 1220, but the arguments over 
Isabella's English lands continued and they were 
‘confiscated, for a short time, in 1221 CB. 


Medieval She-Wolves 


Asabella of Angouleme -————-— 


Isabella would not retire in peace, however, 


and in 1224 CE she and Hugh betrayed Henry 

by allying themselves with the King of France. 

In exchange fora substantial pension, they 
supported a French invasion of Pitou (the lands 
in France belonging to the King of England, her 
‘son). Although she reconciled with Henry in 
1230, Isabella and Hugh continued to play the 
kings of France and England against each other, 
always looking for the advantage. In 1242 CE, for 
‘example, when Henry Ill invaded Poitou, Hugh X 
initially gave support to his English stepson, only 
to change sides once more, Isabella herself was 
implicated ina plot to poison King Louis 1X of 
France, only to be foiled at the last minute. 

‘As contemporaries described her as ‘more 
Jezebel than Isabel, accused her of sorcery and 
witchcraft; Isabella of Angouleme's reputation as 
a heartless mother and habitual schemer seems 
set to remain. With litle to recommend her, 
she stands out asa she-wolf with an impressive 
ruthless streak, even against her own son. 


R 


——[sabeaw of Bavaria -—— 


Queen of France 


For centuries Isabeau of Bavaria has been accused 
of almost every crime imaginable, from adultery 
and incest to treason and avarice. Variously 
described as being beautiful and hypnotic or so 
obese that she was crippled. the chroniclers have 
not been kind to Isabeau. According to them, her 
‘moral corruption led to the neglect of her children 
and betrayal of her husband and county 

However, they ignored the challenges faced 
by a queen whose husband was sinking deeper 
and deeper into the realms of insanity, going so 
far as killing four of his own knights during one 
‘mental breakdown and thinking he was made 
of glass in another. Married to King Chatles VI of 
France, also known as Chats ‘the Mad; Isabeau 
was left to raise her children and navigate the 
dangers and intrigues of court politics with litle 
assistance from her mentally disturbed husband, 
Her political alliance with Louis of Orléans, her 
hhusband’s brother, led to her imprisonment amid 
slanderous rumours of adultery and incest ~ from 
the opposing political party. 

‘To add to this, France was - not that they knew 
Wat the time - halfway through the conflict 
with England that would become known as the 


Hundred Years’ War. The war was going badly for 
France - Henry V defeated them at Agincourt 

and Isabeau was forced to put her signature to the 
‘Treaty of Troyes in 1420 CE. In that instant she 
disinherited her own son, the Dauphin, making 
‘Henry V heir to King Charles and handing France 
‘over to England. Much of Isabeau' life and career 
thas been re-examined in the 20th century and she 
has been exonerated of many of the accusations 
against her, but, despite the fact Isabeau was 


backed into a comer, she stil signed away her 
son's inheritance in favour of a foreign power, 


‘Zoe Porphyrogenita lived much of hee life in 
relative obscurity. At the age of 50, in 1028, she 
\was married to het father’s designated successor, 
Emperor Romanos Il, and became empress 
consort when he succeeded! to the throne in the 
same year. Zoe was described by a palace courtier, 
“Michael Psellos, as ‘a woman of great beauty, 
‘most imposing in her manner and coramanding 
respect... woman of passionate interests. 

‘As empress consort, Zoe asserted herself 
Heer younger sister, Theordora, was sent to 
‘monastery. Neglected by her husband, Zoe took a 
‘much younger, teenage lover, Michael. Together 


they conspired to dispose of Romanos and he was 
drowned in his bath in 1034, 

‘Zoe promptly married her lover and made 
‘him Emperor Michael IV. Their marriage, 
however, was full of distrust and Zoe 
‘was allowed no power or say in 
‘government. Michael IV then 
banished Zoe to a monastery. 

[Not to be forgotten, Zoe 
began scheming to reclaim 
her throne. After she was 
allowed back to court, and 
tunable to bear her own 
children, Zoe adopted 
Michael IVs nephew, 
another Michael, and made 

im het heit. Michael IV's 
life would have probably 
tended in the same way as 
his predecessor. Romanos 
Ii, drowned in the bath or 
with a knife in his back had he 
not died of natural causes in 1041 
CCE. His nephew, Zoe's adopted son, 
ascended the throne as Michael V. When Michael 
\V was crowned, Zoe was again banished toa 
‘monastery, an act which caused an uprising in 


‘Constantinople, Michael V was deposed after only 
four months of disastrous rule. He was exiled to 
‘1 monastery, but complaints about such lenient 
‘treatment meant that Zoe issued orders for 
his mutilation and he was blinded, an 
act symbolically rendering him 
incapable of ruling, 
"Now 64 years old, Zoe 
‘was empress, once again, 
Her sister, Theordor 
was retrieved from her 
monastery to rule beside 


her, though Zoe's throne 
being placed slightly 
further forward, at the 


joint coronation ceremony, 
‘was an obvious indication 
of which of the sisters was 
\n charge. In the same year, 
1042 CE, Zoe took a third 
husband, Emperor Constantine 
1X, who co-rled the empire, with 
the two sisters, Constantine outlived 
his wife; Zoe died in 1050 CE, aged 
about 72. A ruthless empress who knew what she 
Wanted, she was not afraid to dispose of her rivals 
~ whether they be a husband or an adopted son, 


Medieval She-Wolves 
“Eleanor did, 


however, commit See: 
one of the most 
heinous crimes a : 
woman could in the - 
medieval world” j * 


the discarded queen f ymund to drink 
from a poison cup, Of course. a closely guarded 
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n, Richard 1. the 
ands throne 
ng of which she was 
adultery and rebellion 


"lesnor wa one ofthe 
‘women of er era 


Pp wy 7 
’ . “Isabella saw an , 
opportunity to take 
astand against the 
unfairness of her 


situation” = ~ 4 ae yx 
-_ — ne 
oe ll Wsabella of "FYANCC ee 


‘Queen abe Isabella of France was the wife and queen of 1d humiliating Isabella, He was given 
France with he army Edward I! of England. In 1325 CE, after 17 years no right to reply. Paraded through Hereford, before 
peep ey ae cof marriage, during a trip to France to negotiate _—_—being dragged on a sled to the town square, 
with ' Despencer suffered the full hort ofa traitor's 
death. He was hanged from a specially-erected 
sallows, 50 feet high; cut down whilst stil alive, 


eyes, before his head 
hated Hugh Despencer, Isabella refused to return —__Despencer’s death 
home. Isabella took to wearing widow's weeds 
and claimed: “Someone favourite, Edward's death may well ha 
ind and myself, t just as gruesome - or nota al. Sa 
1 protest that 1 will not escaped to the continent, dying 
has been removed but. while others are convinced that he wa! 
garment, I shall assume the robes of widowhood Berkeley Castle, although probably not by a red-hot 
and mourning until |am avenged of this Pharisee” poker up his bum, 

With her son Edward, the heir to the throne, _Isabellas revenge was complete; Des had 
with her in France, and with the help of her close been destroyed and Edward was deposed and 
fiend and adviser -and, quite possibly, her lover- replaced with his son, the 14-year-old Edward I. 
Roger Mortimer, Isabella started attracting support _For three years Isabella and Mortimer ruled 
from Edward's disillusioned subjects In 132 England, only to be themselves deposed by 
she launched the invasion of England that would Edward Il when he turned 18; their own arrogance 
see her husband fleeing for his life in the face and mismanagement of England causing their 
of her advancing army. Edward and Hugh were downfall. Mortimer was hanged at Tyburn and 
‘captured near Llantrisant in Wales. Edward was Isabella spent her remaining years in house arrest 
sent to impr nt in Berkeley Castle. Hugh _the she-wolf who had launched an invasion of 
Despencer was taken before a military tribunal in England and deposed - and possibly murdered - 
Hereford, Blamed for the collapse of the queen's her husband, only to be deposed herself. 
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BATTLE OF ZAMA 


ZAMA, CARTHAGE, 19 OCTOBER 202 BCE 


‘Written by Charles Gi 


\g ~ “The prospect of Hannibal marching 
~“ } on Rome was a growing Possibility in 
frenzied Italian minds 


ceeded i sowing 
Subseque annae sen! thelr hand and Jend a campaign widely deerned to 
panic rippling w specof bea suici A 
Hannibal ma n Rome 8 3 Supported by 10,000 foctsolde 
escape Hannibal trap at Cannae was a promising : s : ly horsemen, Scipia 
young soldier named Publis Comelius Sip y lin landed his invasion force tn northeast Span in 2 
Born into an Etruscan family in 2: > i time in harassing the Carthagint 
seemingly destined fora life serving Re c . 3 and by 209 held fought his way 
battlefield due to his lineage. His father, 2 wa (New Carthage) in the south and 
shared a name, had served 


d position in the Roman Republic a 
he took his 18-yearald son w 
hhe marched to confrant Hannibal 


Romans face atthe Battle of Tidus, on Spain and reck and labours rua glitering war 
a clash that saw ther terrtory for R a ith great speed. 
rapid cavalry and Publius Comel he E could probably 
certain death by his valiant som ring to his rescue. commanders. 


Greatest Battles 


Hoping 


commander in Rome, but as Scipio headed once 216, Crucially for Scipio these very men were row it was they who were scrambling to agree a 


more for home he was not dreaming of whl both extremely experienced in the art of fighting peace deal, Fortunately for them, Scipfo was a man 
of his days in luxury. With his Carthage and. even more importantly. desperate ffir judgement 

customary energy and guile he immediately be to rebuild thetr reputations by besting Hanmabal in Standing by his principles, Scipio informed 

to manoeuvre himself nto position for election as battle. Scipio's call for volunteers resulted na crack Carthage that their averseas tertores were to be 

consul in 205, a prestigious ttle that he was duly 7000 men, more than enough to scare the confiscated. its flet was to be drastically reduced 


ranted at just 31 years of age Senate ito finaly sup 
The post of consul afforded 
authority to begin plotting a truly daring 


orting his dream of invading and i was to pay war teparations, By any standard 
eve terms were incredibly lenient given the 
tallan 


e would have been Wise to stick 


pio the requis 


yas his base. Sc 
pputan Mediterranean in 204, making landfall on Carthage; Peninsula, Carts 


inary set sail across the destruction Hantnibal had wrought on th 


campaign, one that he believed 


end to the war with Carthage he would strike a north coast newt the cty of Utica. Prudetly, he 0 them 
enemy's heartland: nt an alliance with Masinissa, a prince of Despite having escaped a string of military defeat 
Frustratingly for Scipio, the conservative voices Numidia, a land known forts excellent cavalry. By relatively unscathed, Carthage, or more specifically 


‘within the Senate (a quibbling majority) were so 203 the alles were besieging the cy, and desp its senate fled to appreciare is fortune, and instead 
astounded by the sheer scope of his ambit CCarthage’s efforts to lift the Sege with an a seed the frst opportunity to it back at their 
that they tefused to even entertain the notion. By smprising their own soldiers and tho vanquishers| stricken Roman fleet off 


withholding Rome's legions the ruling classes hoped Syphax, another Numidian noble Scipio soon took ns them of their supplies in 
to strangle Scipio’ plans a birth, but they had Carthage’ prospects now looked dire and the Deeming the peace treaty offered by Rome as 
seriously underestimated Scipio reserves of both _ situation was to worse me year an inconvenience, the senate, which was comprised 


creativity and resolve. If the Senate wouldnt provide when Scipio and Masinissa once: enbined to ential ctizens overseen by twa ‘suffetes 
him with an army then hed raise one hirnselt a Carthaginian host, this time atthe Battle (judge, recalled a disgruntled Hannibal fom 
‘As the highest elected official in Rome, Scipio her Raly and prepared to make a final stand despite 
faced no reststance when be requested the been slain or captured, and their general Hasdrubal Hannubaf's warnings that his army wasnt ready 
‘governorship ofthe island of Sicily The reason for Giscn, would Inter select suicide over being torn 0 fight. They could not have dreamed up a better 


his request probably wasnt clear to the Senat apart by an enraged gang of Carthaginiar asus bell for Rome, which couldrit tolerate this 
Which only makes tll the more cunning an ‘Where once it was Rome beset by panic as a galling display of arrogance 

Scipio's part. Stationed on the island as a (rather foreign invader approached, now it was Carthage Having remained in North Africa, Scio once 
‘unjust punishment for their defeats at Trebia ‘umn fo collapse nto a wild episode of hysteria. sein risached to contiont Cartage. His army 

and Cannae, veterans of Rome's early struggles metothe of approximately 35,000 met Hannibal force of 
‘with Hannibal had endured mltary perjury since ned on their heads; around 40.000 men on 19 October near what is 


Battle Of Zama 


ROMAN CARTHAGINIAN 

REPUBLIC EMPIRE 

NUMBER OF TROOPS NUMBER OF TROOPS 
29,000 | 9g 000 
dada’. 


SCIPIO AFRICANUS TR HANNIBAL BARCA 


GLADIUS WAR ELEPHANTS 


Greatest Battles 


~~ OCTOBER 
202 BCE 


How the finale of the Second Punic 


fof war elephants was pouring forwards. This time 
the beasts reached enemy lines only to stride int 
Scipio's wel laid rap, the gaps in his ranks funnellin 
the elephants towards the Raman skarmishers a the 
reat. Many of the poor animals were cut down, and 
those who dil manage to fle di so in 
Now came the turn of Scpios Roman 
Starting out from the left flank these lightly 
armoured horsemen advanced towar 
Carthaginian cavalry opposite 
engagement erupted as each side 
other while trying to steady ther steeds. Scipio's me 
the advantage andl chased their fe 

from the fel a develo 
Infantry remained. Be 

‘No quarter was given inthe carnage that followed 
the two sid path comma 
rept thet la ve fr 
posible, Infact. ome historians have ponden 
Hannibal was so uncharacteristically conserva 
his approach. It coud be atgued thatthe general was 
‘merely biding his time, waitiag for the best momen 
to commit his formidable veteran 

Ultimately, made no mater that Hannibal's ar 
had managed to fight Sespos toa standstil, fr they 
could never have foreseen the menace approaching 
thei rear, Whether they finished routing Hannibal 
cavalry fist what is beyond dou 
that Sci tothet 
precisely when it was polsed to go either way. 
Valianly strugeling to hold the Raman infantry back 
Hannibal’ footsoldiers were completely expose 

26 the enemy cavalry slammed into them f 
behind, The Carthaginians were surrounded a 
systematically cut down ov captured, lannubal 
suffered his fist major defeat 

Scipio’ Victory at Zara finally ended the Secc 
uric War, a struggle that had begun in 218, an 
time his terms would not beso kind to Carthage 
When Scipio demanded Carthage surrender it 

phat, the entirety ofits pay Rome tl 
truly enormous sum of 1000 talents (245 tons). 
silver, they were in no position to resist. Yet 
these terms were humbling the ultimate 
the once mighty empire of Carthage was Rom 
Instruction that Hanibal 
forbidden trom waging war wit 
granted permission by 
Feared gant was now noshing m 
client state. Scipio returned triumphant to Rare 
For Carthage the true cost of defeat at Zama 
would not be paid in full until the spring of 146, 
When a ruthless Roman army laid siege tothe 
city slaughtering up to 35000 people. enslavit 
a further 5,000 and then destroying eve 
building brick by brick. By that stage their often 
underappreciated saviour was lng dead, Hannibal 
having chosen poison over falling into Rome's hands 


War bloodily unfolded 
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Battle Of Zama 


‘The war is over 
Having routed Carthage’ 
ist snrg amy. Shas 
als camp befor returing to 
then Aner is ent boos 
‘he Second Pune Wr ha aly 
ben won 


sd ss ts 
‘The cavalry 


Roman amy, Sepos caaky 
tetun om the pura of 
thee Cartragion opponents, 
‘Saming into thera of 
Hanmi veterans Toth 
mense ree, Hannibal 
Seasoned campaigners do 
ot ld tead choosing 
to stand ana ight tthe 
biter end deste nom beng 
hhopelsty sored 

Many ae cit dow where 
they stan, whe those who 
sure ae taken pone, 


BONG ante st yc rae 
Brereton wo sid orks 
‘thet wetter Sosends iis tethers of wry fat an 
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Interview by Jonathan 0°Callaghan 11 Dee 1936 


EDWARD VII 
HOLDS ONTO THE 
THRONE 


The ‘playboy’ king is on the verge of causing a constitutional crisis as he 
refuses to abdicate, passing the crown to brother Albert 


| What were the circumstances leading 


EXCLUSIVE] sictsewtuttmsetytoconine 


the king? 


Interview With 


KING'S PARTY FORMED, 
CHURCHILL NEW PM 


After prime minister 
‘Stanley Baldwin handed his 
: reseaton to the kg and 
PROFESSOR parlament was dissolved in 
i OVE the ongoing constitutional 
LD cris sew government has d 
Pctener tekst been formed by the newy 
seen ae sa amitashery eels 
“ain fom tee 3th Winston Churchil,2 long-time 
ee pameneea Supporter of Edvard VL This 
Sins coo ei new governments fist order of business willbe pushing through 
Salcinome ay Soproval ofthe King's mariage to Walls Simpson and most itely 
fold fresh elections atthe eatlest convenience asthe other 
parties begin to factre 
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FDR SENDS LETTER 
OF SUPPORT FOR 
NEW GOVT 


In would appear that relations between the 
UK and United States are at an alltime high 
after King Edward Vill pushed forwards with 
to marry a US citizen. US President 
osevelt has already sent a letter 
‘of support to Winston Churchill to endorse 
nt and offer support from 
America for plans with the marrage 


The ‘What SF Newspaper 


After George V died in 1936, what 
‘was Edward's short reign as king like 
starting on 20 January 19367 


1s it true Edward was a Nazi 


“He was 
certainly 
somebody 
who gota 
lot closer 
to the 
Nazis than 
anybody 
really ought 
to have felt 
comfortable 
being” 


story realy. The fist i that 
tomarry an American 


| simp 
| 


probably I dink 
Sigh oftelie from the g 
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EDWARD VIII HOLDS ONTO THE THRONE 


And The Line 
Of Succession 


Dating back to Henry Vill and his attempts to annul his 
mariage to Catherine of Aragon, leading to England breaking 
with the Catholic Church in 1534, the monarch has been 
der of the faith as the head of the church in England, 
ingest time, the Church of England allowed divorce, 
mned upon remarrying while a former spouse was still 
alive and as the head of the church, this was an important 
to uphold for the king or queen, And since the 


the line of succession, ites 
the royal family too. That is until 20 

England changed its rules and sta 

(of divorced persons ‘under special circumstances. I is 
thanks to this rule change that Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle were allowed to marry in 2018, 


“The autncut 
relationship 


Would Edward have been a threat 
to Churchill, including his calls for 
peace with Germany at the outbreak 
‘of the war? 

I dori think he re 
fo Chuarchills postion 


somebody who rather Ik 


WILL THE BRITISH 
ont sly COMMONWEALTH 
manne cee COLLAPSE? 


degree pa P act Neville Chai 
that he 


What remnants remain ofthe 
‘Could he have been a successful British Empire appear on the 
n verge of declaring complete 
independence from the 
British isles as disagreements 
i abound around the marriage 
of Edward Vl to Walls 
Simpson. The dominions of 
Canada, Australia and South 
Africa have al made it clear 
they are completely opposed | 
to the proposed nuptials, 


Could we have seen a different 
political leadership heading into the 
war ifhe refused to abdicate and 
‘caused parliament to dissolve? 


3 very difficult situation, because he 
ould only marry with t 
permission. I suppose 
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OUT OF THE CLOSET INTO T 


RESISTAN 


As the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall riots approaches, take a look 
back at the early years of the LGBTQ movement 


clving into the archives of the New York 
Public Library, Love And Resistance: Out 
Of The Closet Stonewall Era, 
edited by curator Jason Baumann, offers 
a collection of over 100 powerful images 
capturing the LGBTQ civil rights movement 
of the 1960s and 1970s, and the protests that 
{surrounded the pivotal Stonewall riots. 
© _ Ina moving introduction, renowned author 
Roxane Gay states that the images, taken by 


leading photojournalists Diana Davies and 
Kay Tobin Lahusen, record “a time when 
‘queer people were emerging from the margins 
and asserting their right to do so” Both were 
pioneering activists, with Davies documenting 
‘ay, lesbian and trans liberation and Labusen 
‘capturing key moments, while also helping to 
found the Gay Activists Alliance in 1969. 
Baumann emphasises that their images 

“seem as timely now as when they were first 


taken” because of "the deep divides and 
fierce debates currently taking place in the 
United States regarding gender, sexuality, 
race and power.” Divided into four sections 

Visibility, Love, Pride and Protest - Love 
‘And Resistance explores the progression of 
the LGBTQ movement and the presence of 
love, humanity and resistance in the face 
of widespread persecution and entirely 
senseless oppression. 
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On the Menu 
RUSSIAN NAPOLEON CAKE 


Ingredients 


Did 
you know 


InLithuania the recipe 
varies slightly as they 
tend toadd layers of 
fruit filling such as 
apricots 


A FESTIVE AND PATRIOTIC PATISSERIE RUSSIA, 19TH - 20TH CENTURY 


apoleon cake, made with 
multiple layers of flaky pastry 
and light pastry cream, is 
[considered a national dessert in 
Russia, Traditionally served at times 
of celebration and similar to the 
French style mile feulle pasty, the 
cake’s origin is unknown, but it was 
supposedly developed to celebrate the 
00-year anniversary of Napoleon's 
defeat in the Patriotic War of 1812 
Although the cake was possibly 
created before then in 2 further 
od to Russia's historic victory itis 
believed that the many layers of the 
‘cake symbolise Napoleon's Grande 
Armée, while the pastry crumbs used 
for decoration represent the snow that 
stowed his troops in Russia. While there 
are various diferent recipes, we have 
chosen one that appears to be the 
most authentic 


(1 Start by making the pastry fst. Using either a food 
processor or your hands, mix the butter and flour 
together until t tums into a crumb texture. In a 
separate bowl, whisk together the eggs, sa water, 
vinegar and vodka until you get a smooth consistency, 

(02 Create a well with the crumb mixture and then pour 
the egg mixture into the middle. With your hands, 
Incorporate the dry and wet ingredients together until 
they form a dough - gently knead together to ensure 
everything s incorporated, but don't over knead. 

(3 Divide the dough into 12 equal pieces and all them into 
balls. Wrap each bal in cing firm and place in the fridge 
10 chill for 30 ~ 60 minutes. Once the dough és ready. 
[preheat the oven to 200°C and on a floured surface, 
‘oll each ball into 2 thin 20cm excle 

(04 Move the dough on to 2 baking tray, carefully pierce 
wath a fork andl trim the edges to neaten them - keep 
the rough scraps on the tray to bake because they will 
bbe needed later. ake each layer for 8 - 10 minutes 
Lunt golden brown, 


(05 Once all 12 layers are baked, leave them on a wire rack 
to cool down. To make the cream filing, whisk together 
the egg yolks, sugar, comstarch and water, 

(06 Pour the milk and flour into a large saucepan. Whisk 
the miature and heat gently, string unit starts to 
steam and reaches a smooth consistency. Slowly add 
the warm milk to the egg mixture a ite bit ata time. 

(07 One combined, return the whole mixture to the 
saucepan. Cook over a low-medium heat and stir gently 
for around 8 -10 minutes until the custard thickens, 
Remove from the heat and whisk in the butter and 
vanila extract until the whole mixture is incorporated, 

(08 Cover the custard with cling fim and cool at room 
temperature. Once cooled, you can assemble the cake, 
Using a spatula evenly spread some of the cream filing 
between each pastry layer, before covering the top and 
‘ides of the cake with the remaining cream, 

(09 Take the baked scraps of pastry and crumble over 
the cake for decoration. Chill the cake in the fridge 
‘overnight and remove one hour priar to serving. 
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REVIEWS 


The books, TV shows and films causing a stir in the history world this month 


THE LEAGUE OF WIVES® 


‘Author Heath Hardage Lee Publisher Constable Price £20 Released Out now 
ealy optioned for a Holly wo ay that this ite no suc resident Johnson was sticking 
[ \ K et Pru atters into h 


“There are 
moments 
SO Cold ard Psbants zeing missing, and th 
cruel, yOu them: Ther 
might wish pre 
in vain that 

they are 
a work of 

fiction" 


a Book a TV x Podcast 


oo Film B Games & Other 
a egg 


A WOMAN OF 
NO IMPORTANCE 


Sonia Purnell Virago £20 Out now 
A \ ’ : 
p N no aba 


“Sonia Purnell brings 


SONIA PURNELL Virginia Hall vividly 
back to life” 


A HISTORY OF NURSING 


Louise Wyatt Amberley £14.99 Out now 
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@ WAR & 


= ay THE IMPERIAL 
wy TEA PARTY 


Frances Welch Short Books Price £8.99 Out now 


‘Welch gifts 
us with a 
sequence of 
humorous 
anecdotes 
including 
the Tsar's 
grumblings 
over hunting 
trips’ 
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TOLKIEN 


TBC Dome Karukoski Cast Nicholas Hoult, Lily Collins, Colm Meany, Craig Roberts 3 May 
here exists a certain tendency in British n and Step d Nicholas Hoult does good work as Tolkien 

Movies about the past and figure the fact T snt ver because the actor is incapable of putting in a bad 
of historical interest boast little aesthet outwardly i gat all cosk's English languags 


‘imagination, and arguably hav 


iteanaserse ene author, 


specific types of biopic are directed COO, TOUtNEly ere 

Peon eae apes poopooed 3 
and ives insich a waythat the SUgestions 
ee ae ae his days 
of combat 

inspired such 

hellscapes as 
Mordor” 


money upon his p 
nections still ensured a private education and 
rance to Oxford, where he initially flounders 

unk one night and imp 
professor. So much so, hes g 


ip and allowed 


subsequently 
fc 
These friend 
fellowship’ and ‘jo 
we're tritely told - in case we 

fisted point 


are rightfully 


Jackson's hugely popular ¢ 


scteen adaptations. Yer there exists more than a 
touch of aggrandisement in the script by David 
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THE STORIES, STRATEGIES, HEROES & MACHINES 
WwW. hisoryanswers. c0.uk 


HISTORY RY — 


Sip Ware 
Seog GREATEST is ‘' 
W a i “ty ‘ ) 
| Di. bone 


Available 
from all good 
newsagents and 
supermarkets 


50 Greatest Tanks ~ Valley of Tears - Rommel's Panzer Defences D-Day Armour - The Kamikaze Hunter 
GREAT BATTLES MILITARY MACHINES HEROES OF WAR SECRETS & INSIGHT INCREDIBLE PHOTOS 


SEZs laa | 


BUY YOUR ISSUE TODAY 


Print edition available at Digital edition available at 
www.nyfavouritemagazines.co.uk WwWw.greatdigitalmags.com 


HISTORY HOLLYWOOD 


Fact versus fiction on the silver screen 


ei at _ =a ae 


NEXT ISSUE 2" 
or 


x ul as y ‘ 
. $ 
THE EGYPTIAN UNDERWORLD 


UNCOVEREDE 


EXPOSING THE DARKER SIDE OF 
THE ANCIENT CIVILISATION 


GREAT 
ae | Tn TER GINABTS a 


40 to find out how 
get All About History detieered to vous ae 


sAL Ops 
on 


USE CODE: 


BOOKS02* 


om 4asco24se 9701445677088 o7maasesa772 


Paperback £16.99 Hardback £20.00 Hardvack £20.00 


-—~ ——4 


7m 44569503 o7euaserr0 o7ewaasersec2 


Hardback £25.00 Hardback £20.00 Hardtact £20.00 


MR CHARMING 


THE FEA COMES OF FEL vOSEN 


Available in all good 
bookshops. Also 

available in Kindle, 
Kobo and iBook. 


JOANNAo® 
FLANDERS 
oreraascoesan oresaaserr934 
Hardback £20.00 ‘Hardback £20.00 


Leading the way with local and 
specialist History. 


ONLINE LEARNING 
i 


Our newly developed part-time online MA Public History and Heritage programme 
combines critical academic study of the role of history in the public sphere with 

practical experience and advanced training designed to prepare you for leadership 4 
roles in the heritage sector. 


Apply now and see what you can achieve: derby.ac.uk/heritage 


